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From Sarah’s Desk 

Anticipating Advent 
Back in October, I took the opportunity to go away for 36 hours to Langs Beach on a retreat. 
I was in the excellent company of Matt Griffiths (Vicar of St Helier’s), and Diane Miller 
Keeley and Bruce Keeley (retired clergy colleagues from ministry at All Saints). The purpose 
of the retreat was to get out of routine, in order to get 
our heads into the liturgical season of Advent before it 
descended from on high. Diane and Bruce ‘held the 
space’ for Matt and me – offering worship and food – 
which allowed us to brainstorm some creative ideas.  

By the end of the first day we had conceptualised an 
Advent Calendar and begun working on the content.  

The content is arranged by theme, and invites reflection 
on hope, peace, joy and love. By the next morning we 
had some key dates and ideas in mind for Lent 2026. It 
was a really restorative time away which enabled me to think about the big picture! 

Of course having an idea is one thing, but its execution is another! I had not thought 
through the implications of the need to construct 50 x 25 small envelopes! Thank you to all 
those who took envelope patterns home and laboriously cut, folded and stuck them! The 
finished product is truly a collective effort. I hope you will enjoy the opportunity to reclaim 
some of the spiritual gifts of Advent. 

As part of that, I am offering three Advent bible studies (followed by Night Prayer) on the 
first three Tuesdays of December.  

Traditionally, Advent is a season of anticipation and preparation. The reality is markedly 
different however, as we seek to juggle end of year events Advent contains a lot of moving 
parts. Thank you to the Advent Event team who have come together to sift and sort 
through various ideas, recycling some from the past and introducing new pieces. There is 
still much to be done, but we are well underway! See the article on the back page about the 
Flatpack Nativity. 

May hope, peace, joy and love be yours this Advent.  
 

 
Sarah 
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Deconsecration of St James  
Dedicated as St James in April 1894.   
On Tuesday 4 November, Bishop Ross Bay 
presided over the Deconsecration of St James. It 
was a gloriously sunny day (which came as quite 
the relief, given the torrential rain and heavy 
winds of the previous week). 31 were in 
attendance, composed of members of the 
congregation and neighbours.  
Because the church has been declared 

structurally 
unsound, the service was conducted outside, with the 
congregation sheltering from the sun beneath tents.  
Prior to the beginning of the service the door to the 
church was open, to allow people (in 2s or 3s) to 
(carefully) enter the church.

 
The Deconsecration was a beautiful, bittersweet 

service. The service began with a litany of thanksgiving which 
acknowledged the history of the site, and the generosity of so 
many faithful people. There followed a series of tributes 
which told some of the anecdotal stories of people and 
events hosted in that space.  
 
Then Bishop Ross handed various 
items from the church to 
parishioners (chalice and paten, 
Bible, register,teapot). In this 
regard the service was not 

dissimilar to the liturgical stripping of the altar at Maundy 
Thursday.  
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The altar cloth from St James is now in use at All Souls, 
and the candlesticks and snuffer will be used at Christ 
Church. 
 
Then, Archdeacon Peter Jenkins formally read the 
Declaration of Deconsecration and Secularisation.  
 
Bishop Ross then stood in the entrance way of St James, 
praying this prayer: 

 
Holy and living God, you have gifted us with your 
presence in this place. 
Over and again you have called us  
to be refreshed by your Holy Spirit  
in the waters of baptism. 
Time and again you fed us at your table 
with the bread of life and the wine of the age to come. 
You who are beyond time and space 
have made yourself known in the life of this community. 
You who lead us to life abundant 
will never leave us orphaned: 
May our hearts be glad for all you have given, 
and anticipate with joy the new ways you call us forth. 
May we be strong in the knowledge that you  
go before us to prepare our true home in Christ. Amen. 
 
The service concluded with the Wardens, Joanne and JJ, 
formally closing the door.  

 
Next Steps 
A valuation of the property has been completed. The 
next step in the journey towards sale is to offer the property at 
market value to local iwi. 
At the time of writing, I have met with The Right Reverend Te 
Kitohi Pikaahu, Bishop of Te Tai Tokerau, to seek advice on how to 
approach that conversation respectfully and well. A meeting is 
booked for a representative of Ngai Tai ki Tamaki. If, following the 
conversation with local iwi, we proceed to sale, there are some 
hopeful possibilities for the future of St James, which would 
respect its history and attend well to the whole site. As soon as 
Vestry is in a position to share any concrete news, we will. 
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31 October 
A night I would normally dread. 
From past experience I’ve been robbed, had eggs thrown at our house and the nights I 
completely forgot little kids dressed in costumes would be knocking on my door asking for 
treats. 
With an early morning visit to the Warehouse on the morning of Halloween, I was reminded 
tonight’s the dreaded night, lock the gates, draw the curtains 
and lay low to pretend no one’s home. 
I then remembered my daughter telling me about a 
programme her brother in law Dave Diack had set up 
thehopelab.nz 
I gave Dave a call and next minute I was at Manurewa Baptist 
picking up a poster and ideas for our first Halloween night at 
Kawakawa Bay. The idea is to have a few simple games set up 
that the children complete to receive their treat. 

 
I put a poster on the letter box plus a blow up lighting bolt. 
Stickers ready, treats and games set up.  
Bottle flipping 
Marbles 
Next year I’ll add a slim bucket. 
 
The kids or the parents read the poster, ask their kids what 
superpower would they like, it’s a conversation starter. We as 
hosts can carry on the conversation by asking the kids, which  
supper power would you like? As the kids played the games, 
Barry was on the lawn talking to the adults. With 18 kids 
coming through, the evening was full of fun and laughter. 

 
This easy to use tool from thehopelab.nz 
allows you to interact with kids “trick or 
treating” on your doorstep on Halloween. They 
provide Christian households with a popper to 
show the love of Jesus through kindness and 
generosity even on Halloween. 

 
 
Sharon Rae 

 
 
  

http://thehopelab.nz/
http://thehopelab.nz/
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Chip Packet Project 
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Joanne and Bryan’s Italian trip 
During September this year we had a wonderful 
time exploring and walking trails in Italy. 
This holiday was something we had been 
thinking about for a few years as we’d wondered 
about doing a walking holiday somewhere in 
Europe. But, as for many, COVID reared its ugly 
head and we decided that we’d look to travelling 
in NZ instead. 

However last year emails advertising walking 
tours appeared in Bryan's inbox! And after 
some thought and looking at a great many 
options we decided that this would be our 
opportunity.  
There were four of us including Bryan’s sister 
Lorraine and her friend Jenny. We flew into 
Vienna and had 3 days exploring and enjoying 
the magic of that beautiful city. There are so 
many wonderful  medieval buildings, the city is 

dominated by centuries old 
churches and castles. Then a train 
ride through to Innsbruck, again a 
lovely old city very much 
influenced by the nearby 
mountains. We took a gondola 
trip up to the Top of Innsbruck 
(above), and were delighted to 

hear and see the sheep wearing their tinkling 
bells! Our first multiday self-guided walk was 
in the Shadow of the Dolomites (left). The 
company provided us with online maps and 
instructions and had pre-booked our 
accommodation. Our bags were transported for us each day so we only carried our smaller 
daypacks. This experience was better than we had imagined. Each day we followed the 
Chestnut Trail through apple orchards, chestnut groves, alpine meadows,uphill climbs 
through woods which then opened up to the next village. The trail was frequented with 
many wayside shrines.  
Catholicism is very strong in this part of Italy and each village had its own church complete 
with tall spire and some lovely religious paintings inside. Our accommodations were lovely 
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and provided breakfast each morning and many had restaurants for dinner. We took 
advantage of the bakeries with such a diverse range of fresh bread and filled rolls. 
 
Our next stop was Florence. After the peace of our 
countryside wanderings, arriving to the heat and crowds 
felt somewhat overwhelming! We appreciated the 
beauty of the Duomo and visited the Uffizi Gallery to be 
amazed by the artwork, however we were happy to 
leave for Assissi, another beautiful city in central Italy.  
From here we began our next walking adventure which 
included parts of the St FrancisTrail. This trail was 
through olive groves and vineyards and at times we 
were walking on still existing Roman Roads. A highlight was 
visiting Francis of Assisi’s hermitage carved out of the 
rocks.We ended the trail in Spoleto and caught another train to Rome. Rome was very busy 
, this being Jubilee 2025, a major spiritual and cultural event in Rome, decreed by the 
Catholic Church. We took a bus tour to Pompeii, an amazing experience and stopped in 
Sorrento. The final visit to a limoncello factory. 
 
One of the lasting impressions for me (Joanne) is how densely populated Italy is. At night as 
we looked out over the 
valleys there were lights 
everywhere.The villages are all 
close together.  
 
For me (Bryan) a lasting 
impression was all the 
beautiful churches, even in 
the smallest of villages. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
Basilica di Santa Maria degli 
Angeli in Assisi 

Trevi 
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Bees 

 
 
 

 
Where have all the honey bees gone? 
Gone to varroa mite everyone! 
When will they ever return? 
Our fruit trees need them, everyone. 

 
Feijoa, apple, citrus and plum were  
Covered in blossom that looked so hopeful 
The fruit that later developed, however 
Was positively shocking and doleful! 

 
Please bees, come back to my garden. 
I have flowers along the path  
And water in the bird bath.  

 
 
 
 

by Mary Brady 

 
 

Facts about bees 
Did you know that there are over 20,000 bee species, 
found on every continent except Antarctica, that vary 
widely in behavior and social structure. Honeybees are 
social and live in hives, while many others, like 
bumblebees and mason bees, are solitary or live in 
smaller colonies. All female bees have stingers, but 
many species, especially solitary and social bees, will 
only sting for defense. Many bees have unique 
adaptations, such as a special "honey stomach" for 
storing nectar, five eyes, and the ability to 
communicate through dance. Bees are essential for 
pollinating plants, which helps in the production of food 
for humans and animals. Threats to bees include 
climate change, pesticides, and habitat loss.  
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Spring Series 2025 
We launched our Sanctuary St James Concert series in 
April 2021 and never envisaged we would still be 
running in 2026 and onwards. While we are sad that 
we will no longer be able to use St James church, the 
name will go on, as it is now well known in the 
community and our original aim of providing a 

beautiful musical experience in a sacred space continues in All Souls with its lovely 
acoustics.  

We have almost fully booked our schedule for 2026 and have had interest from performers 
for 2027. We have been delighted to attract some very high quality performers for our 
recent  concerts and It is very rewarding to receive such positive feedback from the 
audience.   

Our performers tell us how much they enjoy our lovely church and hospitality and enjoy 
meeting the appreciative audience as we invite them 
to supper with the performers at the start of each 
series. Thanks to Mary Brady for organising the 
catering.  
The Spring  2025 series launched in style  with the 
superb New Zealand String Quartet (right) and 

continued with a 
visit to the streets 
of Paris with The 
French Toast Trio 
(left) (with a little 
Kiwiana thrown in), 
then the  dynamic 
AOTANGO quintet 
(right) who thrilled 
us with the energy 
of Tango music, led 
by the world 
accordion champion 
Grayson Masefield. Had there been room we would 
have danced!  

We concluded with the wonderful opera stars, tenor 
Benjamin Fifisi Makisi and soprano Holly Evans (left), 
whose stage presence and talent held us spellbound 
with favourites from Opera and Broadway. There were 
more than a few tears shed during favourites such as 
“You Raise Me Up” and “The Prayer”. The applause  and 
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standing ovation just kept on as Benjamin concluded with a powerful rendition of “Nessum 
Dorma”, demonstrating quite clearly why he is affectionately known as the Pacifika  
Pavarroti.  

A very popular extra event was added to the spring series with a Charlie Chaplin Movie 
evening accompanied by the wonderful percussionist Jeremy Fitzsimons, and pianist David 
Selfe. They created the atmosphere of a 1920s 
picture house with their live music and special 
sound effects for two movies, “A Dogs Life” and  
“The Kid”. The concert was enjoyed by young and 
old alike and judging by the laughter and 
audience interaction, a follow up will be popular 
when Jeremy and David return as planned in 
2027.  

We will update you in early 2026 about the 
concerts for Autumn which will run each Sunday 
evening in May. Thanks for your wonderful 
ongoing support. Thanks also to the loyal and hard working committee, Barry Pearman, Jo 
and Bryan Schroeder and Jeffrey Fleming.  
Joyce Cowan (Coordinator). 

 

 
Dan & JJ show their true colours!  
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In Memory of Desiree Aiken 
In the week of Des’ death I heard an interview 
with New Zealand author Joy Cowley: 
children’s author and Christian Spiritual writer 
of 
considerable renown. So much of what I heard 
from Joy Cowley reminded me of Des. This 
juxtaposition of deep faith and childlike joy. 
A quick glance at the hymns Des chose for her 
funeral revealed what mattered to her, and the 
God in whom she believed. 
The hymn Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost is a 
paraphrase of that famous passage written by 
Paul, about Faith, Hope and Love. 
 
A licensed Lay Minister, Des regularly led a monthly service at Hunua. It was not long into 
my term as Vicar when concern was raised about Des hurtling up the Hunua Gorge in her 
Toyota Platz. Her desire to live out her faith dwarfed any health and safety concerns! 
Joy Cowley said that once she would have defined herself as a human being on a spiritual 
journey. Now, however, she would call herself a spiritual being on a human journey. That 
would have resonated with Des, I think. For both women, faith was absolutely central to 
their identity. Cowley put it like this: “I am a cell in the body of God.” 
 
Relationship was a key feature of Des’ life. Her room at Longford Park was dominated by 
photographs of the family. First time visitors were treated to an introduction to each of the 
family members. In this place Des offered a warmth of welcome to newcomers which was 
the start of a deeper connection. She enjoyed long and meaningful friendships with fellow 
parishioners. They were fellow pilgrims on the road. 
 
A few years back I started a midlife group, because that age group was a minority in the 
congregation. I advertised where and when we would meet. Despite being north of 80 at 
the time, Des turned up. She considered herself to be midlife! Or more likely it was that she 
saw an opportunity to build relationships with a different group of people, because she 
was, by nature, relational. 
 
Being a member of the Third Order of St Francis gave both expression and structure to Des’ 
faith. That’s why she chose the Franciscan hymn Make me a Channel of Your Peace. St 
Francis is most known for his care for animals and the environment. Des was a partner with 
creation, advocating for our mother earth, and our fellow creatures. This meant that from 
time to time, the sermons Des offered at Hunua, to a congregation of predominantly 
farming stock, caused some hearty debate! She did not shy away from offering her 
understanding of the Creator and the created order. 
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The final hymn Des chose was One more step along the world I go. Like the 23rd Psalm, this 
hymn acknowledges the hard realities of life and seeks to keep God at the centre. It does so 
in a way that is childlike in its simplicity. 
 
Like all lives, Desiree’s contained events of significant grief, difficulty and sadness. That is 
part of what it means to be human. And yet Des maintained a childlike faith; a willingness 
to embrace the paradoxes and mystery of faith. Des trusted in the God who is revealed as 
love, she lived in hope even when all evidence was to the contrary. 
 
Joy Cowley said in her interview, “When I die, I will be like a child running down a hill with 
my arms outstretched.” And that is how I imagine Des. 
Des was a woman of faith; faithful and faith filled. 
The Rev. Sarah Park 

In Memory of John Karl 
17.04 .1938 - 15.09.2025 

John was a man who was deeply connected to land, community, 
and faith. The eldest of five children, he was born to John and Elsie 
and grew up on the family farm in the Pirongia area before moving 
to Gisborne and finally settling in Clevedon in 1971. John loved 
working the land although his many years in forestry was 
challenging he gave his all. John truly belonged in Clevedon. He 
loved and enjoyed the community and over the years was involved 
with the Church, Lions Club, Scouts, and Bible in Schools at 
Clevedon School. He understood that life was richer when shared. 
His involvement in sheep dog trials and his dedication to learning 
Te Reo Māori while being involved with Umupuia Marae showed 
his deep respect for both the land and its people. John's travels to Papua New Guinea as a 
missionary perfectly captured who he was—taking his farming knowledge to serve others 
and support village agriculture. His time at New Norcia Monastery near Perth, joining in 
prayer while joining in the surrounding farm activities of the harvesting at the time.  John 
Karl lived a life that mattered. He left traces of kindness, hard work, and genuine care for 
others wherever he went. He showed us that true wealth isn't what we accumulate, but 
what we contribute. 

Rest in peace John Your life was a testament to living with purpose, serving with humility, 
and loving kindness. Written by members of John’s family, his wife Rachel and children 
Andrew, Peter and Zoe, Grandchildren Lauren, Julia, Ethan and Aiden and Robert. 
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Malcolm and Gill’s Wedding 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Malcolm and Gill Abel are recent additions to the 
congregation. Malcolm first met Sarah when she was 
in ministry at All Saints Howick, which is where he 
and Gill live. Between them they have 3 adult 
children, 4 grandkids and 4 cats. Both Gill and 
Malcolm are nurses – Gill in primary healthcare and 
Malcolm in psychiatric nursing. 

 On Saturday 7 November, in the presence of a very 
intimate gathering of close family, they married at All 
Souls. They write, “We are grateful for Sarah’s 
wisdom and guidance during our marriage 
preparation and for making our wedding ceremony so 
personal and special.”  
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A Camino Journey 28 August – 27 September 2025 
Vivienne, Liz and Jenny 
 
After all the planning, making lists, packing and repacking, we arrived at the airport, full of 
eager expectation (and for me some trepidation) as we boarded Emirates to Dubai. A 17 
hour flight with a day room booked in Dubai. Hoping to ascend the Burj Khalifa we caught a 
train (packed with commuters in the rush hour), and discovered this was not to the right 
location.  But it was a great experience and we have a photo of the outside anyway! 
 

7 hour flight to Madrid. An amazing city.  We 
were met at the airport by Manuel to take us 
to Hostel Castilla Atocha in the city centre. He 
was eager to show us the sights on the way.  
A tiny entrance off a side street and three 
flights up, to discover I had left my bag 
(passport documents everything in the cab). 
A lot of discussion with Spanish Translate at 
midnight with the proprietor and Manuel 
returned with my bag half an hour later. I 
was eternally grateful. Our hostel was just 
around a block from a city square so we went 
out to celebrate with wine and tapas and to 

experience Madrid by night. Madrid was wonderful, with a great vibe. The following 
morning we took two bus tours, top deck front seats, to view the modern city and then an 
historical route with audio commentary. In the afternoon, I took a train and walked to the 
Royal Palace. Lots of photos. Beautiful first world country with old world culture and 
history. 
 
The next morning we took an early taxi to the airport for a flight to Santiago de Compostela. 
A very busy domestic airport! On arrival we caught a Monbus to the central bus station and 
another to Samos (1½ hours), arriving right outside the monastery.  What a joy! We had 
finally arrived at the start of our pilgrimage! Samos wraps itself around the enormous 
monastery in this peaceful river valley where time seems to stand still. This is one of the 
largest and oldest monasteries in the western world founded in the 6th Century on the 
asceticism of the Desert Fathers. Two days to explore, walking along the river bank which 
ran through the town, a monastery tour and pilgrim mass on the second evening. Collected 
our Pilgrim Shells and “Credencial del Peregrino” where two stamps per day are required to 
obtain a Pilgrim certificate. We had two lovely rooms at “Hospederia Externa del 
Monasterio”, with shared bathroom, but we had the floor to ourselves.  Time now just to 
BE and soak it all in, hardly believing we have arrived. We ate across the road at a small 
pub/restaurant – the meal of the day. Galician soup, fresh fish with chips and dessert (our 
choice). This came with a basket of bread, and a carafe of wine (or water). We had arranged 
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with Correos courier service to collect and deposit our bags at each accommodation. These 
had to be in reception by 8am for collection. 
 

Then followed the first of our walking days. A small road section then through woodland 
paths along the river and farmlands. Time to pick blackberries along the hedgerows. I was 
very glad of my hiking poles along the stony patches. A small restaurant where we had 
hoped to stop was closed. We went further to discover a delightful “Donativo” pilgrim rest 
place with a small dormitory and bathroom for whoever needed it. A table with tea/coffee 
baked goods, fruit, even a table with wine cask and chips for a small donation.  What 
hospitality after our long walk! 
 

And so continued our journey for the next 21 days, staying at small hotels, hostels, 
pensions, private houses, walking through medieval towns, small hamlets, along country 
lanes, and woodland paths. Crossing wooden bridges and up stone steps, climbing with 
mountain views, and wind turbines along mountain ridges – so exciting to see them.  God is 
everywhere – in the wind, turning the huge blades, the sun, the mountains and the people! 
And then an unexpected stop at a tiny cafe for a morning coffee before setting off again. 
 
Underfoot we walked on concrete paths, cobblestones, flagstones, woodland paths with 
rocky sections and some gravel paths alongside main roads. 

 

As agreed, because of my slower walking 
pace, I usually set off ahead each 
morning, which gave me time to enjoy a 
solo walk through woodland and forest 
paths, with the sounds and smells of 
nature. Each morning Liz would tell us 
the distance and elevation of our walk 
for the day (was this supposed to be an 
encouragement or not?). We would 
meet up at the next rest stop or when 
they had found our overnight 
accommodation. We also took rest days 
at some of the main centres which gave 
the opportunity to explore the quaint 

streets and ancient churches with lots of photo opportunities. 
 
My itinerary ended a day early.  At our penultimate accommodation we had only 12km to 
go and I was challenged to finish that day!! “We’ll stop at the next ice-cream stop” they 
promised – which never came! We arrived at the Cathedral about 5.30pm with only 30 
minutes left to join the queue at the Pilgrim office to receive our Compostela and certificate 
of distance travelled. It was Liz who said, “let’s just sit in the square and take it all in!” 
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Which we did there and then on the pavement. The cathedral is the reputed burial place 
of Saint James the Great, one of the apostles. It is also among the remaining churches in the 
world built over the tomb of an apostle, and marks the traditional end of the pilgrimage 
route.  The cathedral was consecrated in 1211 in the presence of king Alfonso IX of Leon. 
Tired but exhilarated, we taxi-ed back to Pension Dorotea in Lavacolla, where our bags had 
been delivered. 
 
After a well-deserved lie-in, 
we taxi-ed back to Santiago to 
join the mammoth queue for 
the Pilgrim Mass at 12.00.  
And this is where everything 
came together. This was the 
most amazing experience 
being in a Service of 
Thanksgiving with a crowd of 
thousands, receiving 
Communion together. At the 
Peace literally hugging 
everyone around us – Spanish, 
Asians, people from 
everywhere.  The swinging of 
the giant incense burner 
Botafumeiro was a special 
occurrence. After the service, 
again time to sit in the cathedral nave and just BE. Then off to celebrate at a sidewalk cafe 
as we watched other pilgrims arriving. 
 

After once again collecting our luggage, we spent the last two nights at the Casa Diocesana 
Via Lucis, set on the campus of Santiago de Compostela University, which features 
attractive gardens and simple rooms in the premises of a convent. There was a lovely 
chapel to spend some quiet time. A fitting end to our Camino. 
 
Blessings from the Camino. 
-I was so blessed by the company and support of my beautiful daughters. It was really a joy 
to be together, a special time which we all shared. We shared a lot of laughter, food, 
sangria and red wine. 
-We were all blessed by our families, employers and this parish, allowing us space and time 
to complete this pilgrimage. 
- We were blessed by the ability to finish the pilgrimage. We had a Plan B (mainly taxi to the 
next destination) if one of us was sick or injured. 
-I was blessed by the people on the road, listening to English being spoken, and engaging 
from time to time. “I’m Vivienne from New Zealand. Where are you from?”  So I met 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James,_son_of_Zebedee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostles_of_Jesus_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfonso_IX_of_Leon
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Americans, English, South Africans and of course a few Australians.  “But we’re cousins 
aren’t we?” and everyone was hugging. We were all so far from home. We just felt united. 
-This was not just a hike, but a journey along a sacred path which pilgrims had taken for 
hundreds of years and I felt part of that community. 
-Walking at different paces enabled me to travel solo for 
much of the walk, which became a walking prayer. Being 
close to God in the environment, earth beneath our feet, 
overarching trees, wayside plants and bushes, the wind, 
sun and ever changing sky, and the animals. Farmyard 
animals, a horse, even a donkey and a group of pilgrims on 
horseback.  The earth, the sea, the sky and all that lives 
declare your presence and your glory!  And carrying with 
me those I loved, family friends, people of this parish. Each 
and every one of you came along. 
-I was blessed by the love and support of my Spiritual 
Director, Sr Cathryn Wiles-Pickard, who held us in prayer 
during this time. Thank you Cathryn. 
 
And a few reminders: 
-Very few people speak English – Learn some phrases, make use of Google Translate 
-Don’t pack or buy too much – we always do – space is limited. 
-You can get laundry done almost everywhere so bring the minimum. 
-It's definitely worth keeping a journal so the days don’t blur into one another. We were 
passing through quiet restful places of beauty, not major landmarks. 
-Don’t be a tourist! 
 
Lastly Enjoy!  
 

Buen Camino! 

(I have now completed a daily journal with photos of the 
places we stayed, and also a photo album which I would be 
happy to share with you). 
 

Rev. Vivienne Pyle 
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Who’s Coming to Lunch? 
14 September this year saw several parish households from Kawakawa Bay, Clevedon and 
Ardmore host guests from church for shared Sunday lunch. It was a relaxed way to get to 

know each other a little, enjoy good food, stories and the odd table game! The company 
was the best. And so was Mary’s apple crumble!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No photos from the group that met at Trevor’s 
but just as much fun was had. Trevor says it was a great opportunity to meet people in a 
different context than in church. 
 

Karen Taylor  
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I needed to sit in the back row 
You might have noticed that I often sit up near the front in our church services. It wasn't 
always like that.  
 

The very first time I went to an Anglican church I 
sat in the back row. I needed anonymity.  I was 
going through a very difficult time in my life. I 
needed a home, a haven, and a safe place to 
just be. I didn't want anything or anyone 
sneaking up from behind and catching me 
unawares.  Actually the vicar did one Sunday. It 
was in the midst of that time when we all had to 
wear masks and she crept up from behind, 
leaned over for a conversation, and I nearly jumped out of the pew high enough to ring the 
bell. It was a panic attack, full on.  
 
On my website, Turning the Page, I am currently fielding some questions and comments 
from people who have mental illnesses such as depression and anxiety and how they feel 
about church life.  
 
Someone from Nashville sent me this… 'I was told [by a Christian Counsellor] that God’s 
antidote for anxiety was pray right, think right, do right. I went to church today and was 
filled with a lot of anxiety since there were thousands of people there. Shouldn’t I not have 
any anxiety in church then, if I’m where I’m supposed to be? But I always feel some anxiety 
at church and in crowds.'  
I'm in contact with her and suggested she get a different counsellor and a much much 
smaller church. Maybe even a church of a few friends getting together praying and sharing 
life.  
 
I needed to sit in the back row. I have also known others who need to come into church 
after the service has started and leave before it finishes.  
 
Why do we sit where we sit? Are we making room for those who might be needing space? 
Could we all move two seats forward for the purpose of creating space for someone like me 
and my friend in Nashville.  
 

By the way in my first Anglican church I gradually moved forward and sat nearer the front. 
Church is the only place where you can get front row seats and be in the mosh pit at no 
extra charge. Be upfront and join me.  
Barry Pearman 
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Jenny and Neil’s wedding 
Our wedding on the 15th November started off with a deluge of rain as we entered the 
church to be wed. However after the service as we left the church the sun was shining on 
us. 
 
The service was officiated by The Rev. Sarah Park with Rev Vivienne Pyle giving the Homily 
and former Vicar, Rev. Tony Starbuck reading the Lesson. Music was played by John and 
Simon Chapman which was greatly enjoyed by all. 
 
The reception was held in the Parish Hall where the gathering was made up by family, many 
old time friends with a small contingent of our church family, which was limited due to lack 
of space. 
 
It was a very happy, relaxed and informal occasion, which from feedback, was enjoyed by 
all. 
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Ground Grubbers 
Ground grubbers have been grubbing away individually over 
time, and as a group at our recent working bee in November. 
Generosity seems to be an appropriate word when reflecting 
on what has been achieved. Susie Schroder arrived at the 
working bee early, and put an end to laborious bucketing of 
water to keep our plants alive by providing a new hose and 
fittings. It is glorious to use the hose with water flowing 
freely from the cleaned out water tank powered by the new 
pump. 
 
We are very grateful! 

Thanks to Susie, Tig, Rufus, 
and Karen Taylor, the newly 
established rose garden is thriving, with the beautiful new 
plants “Rose Mutabilis”, “Dublin Bay” and “A Gardeners 
Dream”, providing a lovely ongoing tribute to our friends 
Judith Hunt, Maureen Higham and Anne Scott. The white 
carpet rose donated by Heather Jones on behalf of the 
flower ladies is looking beautiful too. In the process of re-
establishing the rose garden after clearing the agapanthus, 
it was discovered that three original roses from decades 
ago had survived. “Compassion”, “Peace” and “Wedding 
day” are now thriving with renewed tender care. 
Special thanks to Rufus who provided some much needed 
muscle power for digging prior to 
planting the new roses and distributing many bags of mulch 

to ensure the plants stay healthy.  
A hardy group continues to tackle the 
privet on our border with North Rd, and 
we are grateful to Barry Pearman who 
brings his gardening skills and impressive 
supply of heavy duty garden tools to 
make the challenging work easier, 
enthusiastically joined by the energetic 
team of Brian Schroeder, JJ Payne and 
Trent Cornwall. The lawn mowing team 
also does an amazing job, constantly 
keeping the lawns well maintained as well 
as controlling the weeds which spring up 
uninvited in the cemetery. Thanks team! 
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While keeping the grounds tidy at All Souls is definitely a 
work in progress, a lot has been achieved, including 
hedge trimming, maintenance of the flower border at 
the side of the church, and tidying up around the 
memorial plaques. Thanks Jo for your meticulous general 
tidying up. And Karen for submitting an application for 
funding from the Diocese for planting of more native 
trees, watch this space! Thanks Karen, we appreciate 
your expertise. Thanks also to John Cowan and Sarah 
who as always were generally helpful wherever needed. 
 
Thanks to everyone who contributes to the work of 
ground grubbers, your help is very much 
appreciated. We have a beautiful environment and it is a 
pleasure to help maintain it. 
 

Joyce Cowan 

 

 

An Oldy but a Goody 
Robert sports a ‘beard’ of roots from a plant evicted from the 

little water tank behind All Souls October 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

Money Can’t Buy Raffle 
Thank you to everyone who bought or sold tickets, or contributed to the prizes for our 
Money Can’t Buy Raffle. We raised $5,000. The winning ticket was drawn on Sunday 14 
December, and the lucky winner was Phillipa MacCormick! (A worthy winner!) Jo Seagar is 
booked to come and cook for Pip in the New Year. 
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Comings and Goings on Vestry 
At the end of August, Lizzie Stanford gave notice as Parish Treasurer due to ill health. 
According to Church Statutes there are three people who are not eligible to be Treasurer: 
the Vicar and the two Churchwardens. After much consideration and conversation, Phillipa 
MacCormick decided to resign from the role of Churchwarden, to enable her to be eligible 
to take up the role of Treasurer, should Vestry wish to appoint her. Vestry certainly did wish 
to do that! Pip was appointed as 
Treasurer and (because her role as 
warden was appointed by the Vicar 
rather than elected by the AGM) was 
co-opted as a full member of Vestry in 
September. Pip’s institutional 
knowledge, experience, skill and 
wisdom have been and will continue to 
be invaluable to the functioning of 
Vestry. We are so grateful to her for 
being willing to step into this new role in which she can serve. Sarah writes, “I want to 
formally thank Pip for her ministry to me and to the congregation as Warden. Her wisdom, 
faithfulness and skill (both behind the scenes and in front of them) helped us to navigate 
some difficult events. It is characteristic of Pip that even though she didn’t relish the idea of 
taking on the role of Treasurer, she saw the need and has offered her skills to serve God in 
a new way.” 

  
Upon Pip’s resignation as Warden, Sarah asked JJ Payne if he 
would take up that role. He accepted her invitation to serve 
alongside Joanne Schroeder. English by birth (and sporting 
allegiance!), JJ and his wife Yujie arrived in New Zealand in 
2023. They live in Papakura with a small flock of chickens and 
ducks. JJ began attending worship early in 2024 and since then 
has thrown himself into the congregational life of the parish. Ex 
RAF, aircraft engineer and trainer, JJ brings a unique set of skills 
to Vestry. He writes “I am immensely grateful and proud to be 
accepted by the parish and have the opportunity to make a 
contribution in return.” On Sunday 21 September he was 
commissioned, at which Sarah presented him with the 

Warden’s stave, with which to “maintain peace and order in the church and churchyard” as 
the role of Warden requires! At his commissioning JJ said to Sarah, “I hope this will be the 
last time you and I clash.” (colour-wise!) 
 

In November, Denise Moyle stepped down from Vestry. As Secretary of the Sustainability 
group, Denise has brought before Vestry a number of initiatives. During her most recent 
tenure as a Vestry member, the parish has become part of the Eco Church Aotearoa 
network and increased the types of plastics we recycle for the community. Sarah writes, 



24 
  

“Denise’s presence has helped Vestry to look beyond the immediate items requiring our 
attention to the wider concerns of the environment. Her offering of concrete ways in which 
we can be better stewards has prevented Vestry from putting the call to care for creation in 
the too-hard basket. I am very grateful for all she has offered the congregation through her 
term on Vestry.” 
The Rev. Sarah Park 
 

 
What’s up the Vicarage driveway?  
11th November 2017 All Souls Fair. 

 
 

 
Cooper Morgan Smith  
Welcome to our beautiful 

world. Vivienne 's second 

great grandson was born a 

week after her return from the 

Camino.  

 
 

 
 
Hall Update 
Slowly but surely progress is being made towards the 
hall renovation. 

We are currently receiving visits from consultants of 
several different stripes: structural, fire, Geotech, 
planning, surveyors and civil engineers. 

Each consultant is reporting on data pertaining to their 
field of speciality which is fed back to the Architect. 
Once all the information is compiled, the Architect will 
be in a position to apply for consents on our behalf. 
When this is done it will be a significant milestone! 

Soil testing  
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He appeared 
Untimely born 
I missed the show 
Walking the path 
Christ in flesh to know 

Untimely born 
I didn't see the birth 
I didn't see the man  
Who lived a perfect life to give me perfect worth 

Timely born 
For this day and hour 
I carry his Spirit 
Through which to empower 

Timely born 
I see his eyes 
Gazing at me with love 
Often in disguise 

He appeared 
Still does today 
Listen for his voice 
For him to us to know 
 
Barry Pearman 
 
 

Sacred Places to Pause 
 

 

 

The summer collection of poetry 

and prose is now in place.  
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Church Meeting 30 November 2025 
On Sunday 30 November a meeting was convened by the Church Wardens. 

The purpose of the meeting was to provide an opportunity to discuss the financial position 
we face for 2026 and the two alternative budget scenarios which vestry have been working 
through -these budgets were emailed to parishioners prior to the meeting. Pip as church 
Treasurer has put much work into preparing a proposed budget for 2026. Unfortunately we 
are again facing having to work with a deficit budget. This was the situation for the current 
year, but we did have some reserves we were able to draw on in order to meet 
commitments. Moving forward we no longer have such reserves. Two budgets were 
presented….both would still result in a deficit. The two alternatives have one budget where 
Sarah continues to work fulltime and the second (which Sarah herself had proposed) has 
Sarah working 0.8 FTE.   

As Pip presented both budgets she outlined the implications for the parish of accepting 
either budget. Some reactions which we had already received from members of the 
congregation were addressed…these included selling the vicarage, closing Christ Church, 
more fundraising and  approaching the diocese to ask that there be greater access to funds. 

It is a requirement that the Parish has a vicarage available for the priest. Sarah has her own 
home but the rental from the vicarage is passed on to her as part of her remuneration. 
Closing Christ Church is not seen as a viable option as we would still need to cover running 
costs such as insurance and repairs and maintenance. The buildings have attracted 
undesirable attention in the past and it is felt that maintaining a presence there is a 
deterrent. We are also aware that we have some members of our congregation who are 
unable to attend at All Souls and we desire to continue to meet their needs. 

Approaching the Diocese will be addressed but is a lengthy and complex process and 
therefore can only be seen as a longer term support. Fundraising cannot be budgeted for as 
it does not provide a sustainable income. We will continue to seek fundraising 
opportunities. 

As we discussed the two proposals there was unanimous sentiment that we do not accept 
Sarah reducing her hours.  

In order to meet the budget requirements we would need an extra $4,000 a month. This 
could be met if each attending parishioner unit were to give $25/week (or $100/month) 
over and above their current giving. Vestry does not intend that anyone feels under burden 
to meet this amount, however it was agreed at the meeting that it would be helpful for us 
all to understand  how we could meet the budget for next year. 

We value and desire your prayers for this situation believing in our loving God’s favour and 
His generosity to us. Thank you. 
Jo Schroeder and JJ Payne - Wardens  
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Advent Event 
The team has been working 
away behind the scenes 
preparing for this year’s public, 
all-ages Advent Event. 
This is a great opportunity to 
engage the wider community, 
to tell the Nativity Story, and to 
increase our support of ATWC 
and Auckland City Mission. 

Following a similar pattern to 
previous years, groups of up to 20 visitors will move in groups across the entire All Souls 
site to visit different stations. At each station visitors will collect parts for their own Flatpack 
Nativity craft, which will be assembled in the hall. Groups will come onto the site every 15 
minutes starting at 6.15pm. We anticipate that it will take each group between 45 minutes 
to 1 hour to make their way through all nine stations. The last entry will be at 7.45pm. 

Entry for Parishioners is free, but we ask that you bring an item of food for the City Mission 
or an unwrapped, new gift for the Anglican Trust for Women and Children. We have 
assigned 10 parishioner tickets to each time slot. To reserve your entry time, visit the 
ADVENT EVENT tab on our website and scroll down to the Parishioner link. To select your 
preferred time slot click REGISTER. If there are not enough available parishioner tickets to 
accommodate your family group, please contact Sarah directly. 
 

Worship for Advent & Christmas 

Tues 9 Dec  7.00pm Bible Study & Night Prayer Parish Hall 
Sun 14 Dec  9.30am Advent 3 – Eucharist Christ Church 
                    Evening FLATPACK Nativity Clevedon site 
Tues 16 Dec 7.00pm Bible Study & Night Prayer Parish Hall 
Sun 21 Dec  9.30am Advent 4 – Eucharist All Souls 
 7.30pm Clevedon Carols Clevedon Presbyterian 
Wed 24 Dec 10.00pm Christmas Eve – Eucharist All Souls 
Thurs 25 Dec  9.30am Christmas Day– Eucharist Christ Church 
    All Souls 
Sun 28 Dec  9.30am Christmas 1 – Eucharist Christ Church 
Sun 4 Jan 9.30am Epiphany – Eucharist All Souls  
 
The parish office will be closed from midday Tuesday 23 December until Monday 12 
January. For pastoral care, Sarah is on call till 28 December, and Vivienne from 29 
December to 4 January, Sarah 5 January onwards. 


