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From Sarah’s Desk 
As I write, we have exited the Easter Season and are into Ordinary Time. A few years 
ago – just before I left to go on sabbatical – I offered a service that focused on 
spiritual practices for the season of Easter. Each invited a change of perspective: 
wonder, compassion, gratitude and play. 

I’ve noticed that I gaze at the moon with renewed awe since the return of NASA’s 
Artemis II. The images relayed back to earth 
offered breathtaking new perspectives of an old 
friend. To practice wonder is to be captivated 
by the beauty we so often take for granted. It 
invites us to pull over from driving so as to truly 
look at the view we hurry past each day, or set 
aside whatever useful thing we’re occupied 
with in order to listen to the birds singing. 

World events are overwhelming right now. How do we bring our faith into dialogue 
with the hopeless situations that dominate our newsfeed? Compassion is a Latin 
word, which, broken down, means Com = with, Passion = suffer. Compassion literally 
means “to suffer together.” It is defined as the feeling that arises when you are 
confronted with another's suffering and feel motivated to relieve it. To look at the 
world through the eyes of compassion is to pay attention and actively pursue peace 
and justice. Our prayers of intercession – as well as being an act of devotion – are 
about softening our own hearts to partner with God to bring healing to the world. 

At our April Vestry meeting we decided to offer Night Prayer online during winter, 
with a focus on praying for peace. It was Jenny who said, “Why wait till winter? We 
need to be praying for peace now.” So, on Wednesday evenings, for 15-20 minutes, 
a group ranging from 2 to 15 people gathers on Zoom to check in with each other 
and pray. This service is largely led by members of the congregation. This is one way 
we are practising compassion. 
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A well-known gratitude practice is to conclude the day by 
naming three things for which you are grateful. Even better 
if you were to write them on a post-it note and place them 
somewhere visible. Being intentional about gratitude is a 
generative practice. Gratitude begets gratitude. But more 
than that. David Steindal-Rast writes, “It is not joy that 
makes us grateful, it is gratitude that makes us joyful.” 
 
Being unconstrained by gravity evoked a playfulness within 
the Artemis crew that adults tend to grow out of. When was the last time you were 
playful and childlike? (Many people remember when we blew bubbles at each other 

in the service, even if they can’t 
remember why.) It was to 
remind ourselves of what it felt 
like to be childlike. This autumn I 
have been intentionally 
stomping in piles of autumn 
leaves (dry, not wet!) and 
dancing like no one is watching 
(though I am sure to make sure 
no one actually is watching!). 

May this Ordinary Time be filled with an extraordinary awareness of the beauty and 
brokenness of this world God so loves. 
 

Sarah Park 

Deepening Faith & Growing Community – Small Groups 
Earlier in the year we put out the word to see who might be interested in joining a 
small group. From that emerged three distinct groups that meet at different times, 
in different places, with different foci. This is a way of democratizing the experience 
of faith so that it is not only the “professional Christians” who lead or contribute. 
 

Our small but perfectly formed group meets fortnightly or three-weekly on a 
Tuesday afternoon at the hall. We are currently working our way through Henri 
Nouwen’s book The Return of the Prodigal Son. This book is a beautiful interplay 
between Rembrandt’s painting, the parable on which it is based, and Nouwen’s own 
reflection on himself as each of the key players: younger son, older son, father. We 
are using a discussion guide which means that each member of the group facilitates 
a session. The book is inviting us to reflect on our own interior journey. One 
member said, “It’s much cheaper than therapy!” When we have concluded the 
book, there will be opportunity for others who may wish to join the Tuesday group, 
for whatever it is we do next. 
Bill, Mariette, Tig and Sarah 
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On Thursday nights every second week our small group meets together in Conifer 
Grove. We meet to spend time together sharing our faith journey; currently our 
focus is our relationship with the Anglican Church.  Some of us have a long family-
based relationship, others have come from various other denominations. As we 
began these times together we decided to investigate The NZ Prayer Book which 
seems to be the foundational document guiding Anglican worship in NZ. Our 
investigation and discussion has helped to deepen our understanding and 
appreciation of our faith within an Anglican tradition. We are also developing 
relationships within the group during these times together. 
Vivienne, Lizzie and Peter, JJ, Jo and Bryan 
 
Our group, based in Kawakawa Bay, meets fortnightly on Thursday nights.  We 
know small group meetings are very important for one's Christian faith. Didn't the 
whole church start with a small group of believers?  We have met three times. We 
started our group with a couple of nights dedicated to learning about each other. 
Our history and background. We have also explored some questions about life and 
faith. 
Barry, Sharon, Karen, Helen, Denise and Trevor 
 
The Society of St Thomas the Curious 
Following the Low Sunday sermon on St Thomas, the invitation was put out for 
those who may wish to gather with others to create a small community within which 
to discuss the big questions. A group of nine has formed and articulated questions 
for our monthly gatherings over the next six months.  
 
We took cues from Thomas’ appearances in Scripture to define how we will work 
together: 
 

• It takes courage to articulate questions that are painful, might appear silly or 
might contradict other’s beliefs. We intentionally create a culture in which it is 

• safe for those questions to be offered. 

• There are no stupid questions. We don’t have to have an answer – it is perfectly 
valid to say ‘I don’t know what I think about that’, or ‘I don’t understand’. 

• We will likely disagree. We maintain the integrity of our own position with 
curiosity rather than judgement. We are open to expanding our horizons. 

 

This group is not only about exploring ideas, deepening faith and seeking 
understanding, it is about deepening community. For now, it is a closed group. If, in 
the future, others are interested in joining there may be opportunity for a second 
group to start. 
Bruce, Pip, Jane, Mark and Jenny, Denise and Trevor, Sarah, Vivienne 
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Caring for God’s Creation – Eco Church 
The 2026 Auckland Sustainability Champions 
Workshop was held on Saturday, May 2nd, 
from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM at All Saints 
Ponsonby. Organized in partnership with Eco 
Church Aotearoa and A Rocha Aotearoa, the 
event focused on food sovereignty, climate 
resilience, and how communities can respond 
to shifting food systems.  
 
The first half of the day Dr Lynn Wytenbroek 
spoke to us about food sovereignty and 
sustainable agriculture.  Dr. Lynn Wytenbroek is 
an academic, educator, community advocate, 
and expert gardener based in the Far North. Her 
work bridges the worlds of literature, public 
speaking, and sustainable community 
gardening. 
 
After lunch we gathered around area maps of 
Auckland and wrote down all the initiatives being undertaken within our own 
communities. These were then shared back to the whole group as a way of inspiring 
ideas.   
 

Itiiti rearea, teitei kahikatea ka taea. 
 

Although the bellbird is small it can ascend the lofty heights of the kahikatea tree. 
 

If a small bird such as the rearea can expend its energy to find abundance of food 
and achieve its goal, then surely, with focused effort we can also, together, achieve  

Kai Motuahake (food sovereignty).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Love is what’s in the room with you at Christmas  
if you stop opening presents and listen.” 

Bobby - age 7 
 

https://www.ecochurch.org.nz/events/auckland-sustainability-champions-workshop-1
https://aucklandanglican.org.nz/event/sustainability-champions-workshop-2026/
https://aucklandanglican.org.nz/event/sustainability-champions-workshop-2026/
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In Memoriam – Margaret Pallister (nee Duder)  
13 August 1934 – 15 April 2026  

Margaret was a life-long parishioner at All Souls Clevedon 
and was actively involved in many aspects of the Parish.  
Born to Jack and Elizabeth Duder, she was baptized at All 
Souls and attended church, often with her grandmother, 
from an early age. Her schooling started at North Road 
Primary and was completed at Otahuhu College.  She left 
the district for a very brief time – boarding in central 
Auckland – when she first started working.  

After meeting Fred Pallister, a local farmer from Brookby, 
at dancing lessons in the local community hall,  they were 
married at All Souls in 1955. They went on to have three 
children – Chris, Wendy and Vicki – and all three were 
christened and confirmed at All Souls. Margaret was 
actively involved in church tasks, being regularly rostered to arrange the flowers and 
cleaning duties. Neighbours’ gardens were often raided to ensure sufficient blooms 
for the various arrangements.  

Margaret returned to live at Duders Beach in the early 1990’s to help look after her 
mother and continued to be an active member of All Souls.  She took on the roster 
scheduling duties for flowers, cleaning and morning teas and willingly offered back 
up, support and baking (scones being her specialty) whenever needed.  She was also 
very active in many fundraising initiatives and social events. When Sandra started 
the All Souls’ choir, Margaret joined and particularly enjoyed the organ music.  

The Fireside Bridge Club at All Souls was “made” for Margaret – bridge became a 
passion from which she derived lasting friendships, stimulation and great 
enjoyment.  She spent many happy hours playing on Wednesdays and at the various 
tournaments and fundraising activities the Club was involved in. Even when she 
moved out of the district she would return to play weekly and only “retired” in her 
late 80’s when she felt her memory was letting down her playing partners. Her 
competitive spirit didn’t allow her to play for fun – you played to win!  

Margaret moved from Duders Beach to Summerset Karaka Retirement Village in 
2015 but this did not stop her involvement and attendance at All Souls although 
visits became less frequent as her health deteriorated.   

Over the years, Margaret saw a number of changes in the clergy and enjoyed the 
friendship and comradery of many families around Clevedon and Alfriston – the 
Hunts, the Pooles, the Duncans, the Shaws, the MacCormicks - to name a few.   

Margaret’s association with All Souls was a long one – baptized, confirmed, married 
and farewelled – as well as seeing her children baptized and confirmed and her 
grandchildren baptized at the beautiful church on the hill.   Wendy Pallister 
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Living Beyond Ourselves – Reading Enrichment Programme  

The Reading Enrichment Programme is now underway at Papakura High School. REP 
is a literacy programme designed to improve the confidence and literacy of Year 9 
students. The first REP programme was introduced at One Tree Hill College (then 
Penrose High School) about 30 years ago when a local Rotary Club member, Harvey 
Alison was asked to supply volunteers from his club to the school to help with 
reading. The programme is one on one instruction covering areas such as reading, 
comprehension, oral language, spelling, grammar etc. The student and tutor work 
together usually for two terms and of course in that time build a strong rapport. 
Progress is usually very rapid! The students have an hour each week with their tutor 
and are also encouraged to take books home. 

The REP programme is now underway at 12 schools around the Auckland region. 
The local Rotary club supplies funds to assist and each programme is run by a tutor 
coordinator who has the assistance of a full-time programme manager. 

I had been involved with REP for many years at One Tree Hill College and when 
Bruce and I moved to Clevedon I was asked to start the programme at Papakura 
High School. Challenging definitely but after a term or two we are now seeing the 
magic of REP in action at the school! 

I've been very fortunate to recruit some All Souls’ parishioners as tutors. Mary 
Brady, Ann Shaw and Denise Moyle have all joined the team and are doing a 
wonderful job each Thursday helping Year 9 students become very able readers. We 
now have a team of 12 and have two sessions underway each Thursday during term 
time. It’s immensely rewarding to see these young people progress. All of these 
students have academic ability and it’s great to foster that in a fun setting. 

If anyone would like to come and see REP in action please give me a call. And please 
donate any teen reading books that you no longer need. We run a book points 
competition with the students and our Library at this stage is fairly meagre. 

Di Gray 021 626516 digray100@gmail.com 
 
The REP– Reading Extension Programme – which Di Gray encouraged us to join, is 
going well at Papakura High School. Teachers, parents and students who wish for 
good results in Year 12 put their names forward and we are there to help! Most of 
the students are keen to do well so they are a delight to coach.  
 
Mary Brady 
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The Hot Seat & Farewell to Dan 
On the first Sunday of May, we were visited by Archdeacon Peter Jenkins. We also 
farewelled Dan Baker as he moved to Abu Dhabi. In the sermon slot we had the Hot 
Seat in which six people answered a question of significance: 

1. Which Biblical story, teaching, or verse 
guides you most—and why? Peter Jenkins 

2. What does faith mean to you in ordinary, 
weekday life? Bruce Gray 

3. How do you sit with doubt or unanswered 
questions? Jo Schroeder 

4. What role does community play for you? JJ 
Payne 

5. What gives you hope right now? Lizzie 
Stanford 

6. How has your faith changed over time and what do you take away with you as 
you leave this congregation?  Dan Baker 

 
Dan’s response is below: 

When I look back and reflect on my early connections with the church and the 
Christian faith, I have come to understand those early years were born from 
traditional paths. Baptism, Confirmation, the church choir, often attending twice a 
day on Sunday’s, for both Morning Prayer and Evensong. Encouraged and led by my 
parents’, mostly attending church was more of a routine, a “going through the 
motions”, so to speak. Through various parishes I found it a safe haven, in the choir I 
mixed with young and old, to grow and learn from shared experiences. Throughout 
all this were the liturgical teachings of the ministry of the day, but somehow, I did 
not yet possess the maturity or capacity to absorb or to question the essence of 
those didactics.  

I had not fully understood the concept of Faith. (At this point I need to thank Bruce, 
for inspiring me to a greater use of the dictionary! I confess that “didactics” is not a 
word that leapt automatically from the tongue! I hope I utilized it correctly and in 
context?) 

At a tender age of 16, I was thrust into the world of work, an insane acceleration 
into adulthood and less than equipped for the grown-up arena. With this rapid 
introduction came a false sense of growth, a kind of “I’ve made it already, I know my 
own self, I’m in control – who needs God?” How wrong I was!  

I spent the next decades in the wilderness, applying my own judgements, living a life 
on my terms, not realizing I was increasingly angry at the world and the things IT had 
done to me, rather than what I may have done (or not done) to inflict that damage 
on myself. I went into each day with rage, not peace. My moral compass not broken, 
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but wildly spinning from one direction to another, life lived inside a cone of 
confusion. Every wrong I felt bestowed on me, to be answered with lashing out or 
revenge. I can not have been an easy person to live with or deal with much of the 
time. 

This modus operandi did not best prepare me for the more extreme challenges life 
has to deliver and when those came knocking at the door, I had no answer for them. 
It took the extreme impact of loss, both on a professional basis and then on a 
personal level, to re-evaluate, take stock, and search my soul for a solution. What 
was I missing? How had I ended up here? What was I going to do about it? 

I sought sanctuary in a place that felt innately 
right, this very church. A connection to God, 
perhaps a re-connection, but this time with a 
very tangible awareness of his power. The first 
few weeks I sat there overwhelmed with 
emotion, sometimes unable to control what 
felt like an outpouring of grief, regret and loss. 
Many a time triggered by one of Trevor’s 
articulate and thought inspiring sermons, for 
which I am most grateful. I turned to Sarah for 
some guidance – she willingly leapt into action 
- she’s very good at that!!  

Over time, in prayer, in quiet thought & 
reflection and in the collective spirit of you all; 
with a new thirst for a greater understanding 
of theological doctrine, I found my peace. 

I have enjoyed every interaction I’ve had with many of you, and for those I haven’t, 
it was not through conscious omission. Some highlights include the excitement I 
shared with Vivienne during our hymnal education, Barry & Sharon’s wedding, 
Sanctuary St James events, JJ’s commissioning as a warden, birthday Sundays and 
many, many more. 

I go out into the next chapter of my life, not with a sense of loss or regret, but with 
new vigour and determination to live a better life, to be a supportive and loving 
father and to expand horizons with a broader and open mind. A new strength 
garnered from this collective congregation of friends and fellow worshipers. Armed 
with a strong faith I can overcome the obstacles ahead and have been blessed with 
the wisdom of where that strength is derived. With a spirit of optimism, inclusion, 
forgiveness and love, I embark on my next journey. Amen. 

Dan Baker 
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ANZAC Day 2026 

 
 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old; 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, 

We will remember them.   
 
 

Lest we forget. 
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Popcorn Pentecost 
If any day is a good day to live dangerously, 
Pentecost is it! 

Pentecost was originally a Jewish festival – the 
festival of weeks – marking both the wheat 
harvest and the giving of the Torah at Mount 
Sinai. It takes place 50 days after Passover. On 
this day no one did any work, each family 
offered God thanks for the finished harvest. 
They did this by bringing the first of the 
produce to the temple priests. 

Everyone was expected to participate – all 
ages, all stages, even servants, priests, 
orphans, visitors and foreigners. The days of 
slavery in Egypt were recalled, and the people 
were reminded to keep God’s law. 

On the feast of Pentecost following Jesus’ 
Death, Resurrection and Ascension, the book of Acts tells of the coming of the Holy 
Spirit in a very dramatic way. Tongues of Fire, understanding in their own languages 

Pentecost is often referred to as the birthday of the Church, because after receiving 
the Holy Spirit the disciples looked very different from their time with Jesus. They 
burst out of their fear and began to disperse around the known world and to live 
and speak and teach with new-found confidence and ability. 

But the coming of the Spirit was not just for those first disciples. 2000 years later, 
we recall these events to remember and celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit 
among us and within us universally, and continuously, not just from time to time 
and for particular purposes. The Message translation of Ephesians 3:14-21 
concludes with: “God can do anything, you know—far more than you could ever 
imagine or guess or request in your wildest dreams! He does it not by pushing us 
around but by working within us, his Spirit deeply and gently within us.  

We are, each of us, made in the image of God – imago dei. The imago dei can lie 
dormant, untended, ignored, unrecognised, with its value and benefits attributed to 
other sources such as my own hard work, my success, 
good luck.Mark Pierson suggests that popping corn is 
a great metaphor for the way God sees us and works 
through us. This grain is hard, seemingly 
impermeable, apparently lifeless, tasteless and if you 
consumed it in its current state, would prompt an 
unscheduled visit to the dentist. There is nothing 
particularly beautiful about it. 
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But God sees what’s inside the grain: a 
tiny amount of moisture in its centre. 
When that heats up it rapidly expands 
and the grain bursts and something 
different but the same, emerges. It’s still 
corn, but it’s different. It's transformed. 
It’s edible. It has energy and momentum. 

And likewise, God sees what’s inside us (the imago dei) which is the potential to 
become something different. It’s only when we allow the heat of the Holy Spirit to 
work on us and in us that our real potential begins to be seen; the image of God 
within us begins to flourish. 

That’s what happened for those first disciples. 
They moved from being (quite frankly) a bit 
dense, to changing the history of the world. 
God seeks to transform us which is why the 
Holy Spirit remains among and within us. We 
are not left to struggle through life alone, the 
heat of the Holy Spirit invites us to burst out of 
ourselves into the people God calls us to be. 

Cue the popcorn! An indelible, edible image. 

Sarah Park,  
using ideas and words by Mark Pierson 
 
 

 
The altar set at Christ Church for Pentecost 
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Living Beyond Ourselves – The Hunua Kokako Recovery Project  
(photo credit to Barry Williams on Tiritiri Matangi Island) 

 

In 1994 a single remaining breeding pair of North 
Island Kokako was found in the Hunua ranges. 
These beautiful birds used to be prolific in our hills 
and forests in the early 1900’s but due to predation 
and habitat loss their numbers plummeted. Thanks 
to the commitment of the Auckland Regional 
Council, DoC and an army of volunteers, the tide 
has turned. By 2022 over 4000 traps and bait 
stations had been installed over 200 kms of tracks, 
resulting in the Hunua’s now having the second 
largest mainland population of Kokako. The last 
survey in 2022 found over 250 breeding pairs of these beautiful birds.  
Most Wednesdays I join a group of dedicated volunteers who head into the hills and 
walk the labyrinth of tracks replacing bait, checking traps for rats. The tracks at 
times can be pretty rugged and slippery, and most days involve climbing under fallen 
trees, cutting through overgrown bush, sliding down banks into streams and hauling 
oneself up steep banks. I often get to hear the Kokako but don’t usually see them 
but when I do it is so very rewarding. I have seen Kaka’s nests with eggs, am 
accompanied by Piwakawaka, and enjoy the delights of our beautiful bush.  At the 

end of each day the group of 
volunteers regroups, enjoys a 
hot drink, celebrate birthdays 
with yummy cakes and 
recount our stories of 
discovery, near misses and 
generally have a good laugh. 
Then we head home, ready 
to do it all again the next 
week! 
 
I believe part of our being 
made in the image of God, 
being image bearers, is to 
love and appreciate God’s 

amazing creation and to participate in its care and protection. For me this is one 
very tangible way I can do that. I have a very real sense of God’s Creative presence 
as I join with others to try to protect these beautiful birds. 

 

Bryan Schroeder 
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Looking Ahead – Hall Renovation Update 
The final brief for the hall renovation was to incorporate: 

● New offices built in front of the existing Parish Office window. 
● The existing parish office and kitchen become a meeting room with a 

kitchenette. 
This room has entry from the Parish Office as well as external entry. 

● Next to the meeting room a new cleaners’ cupboard, 3 bathrooms including 
shower. This block (meeting room and bathrooms) can be locked off from the 
hall and offices, allowing it to be utilised outside of hours. 

● Hall size extended out towards the glebe, incorporating Sarah’s existing office. 
● Creation of large kitchen and storage room (which can double as a servery) on 

the vicarage side of the hall. 
 
The parish voted to accept the layout proposed and lots has been going on behind 
the scenes. The images below show the completed building from different 
perspectives. 
 

 
 

 
 

Kitchen 

Offices 
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While the Architects have continued their work, various consultants have been on 
site to offer advice on Engineering, Geotech, Planning, Structural, Heritage and 
Asbestos. In short, lots of activity, albeit largely invisible. 
 
The Architects offered concept drawings which gave a sense of what various 
interiors will look like. Vestry has examined these, and the Hall Team has been in 
conversation with the Architects making various adjustments. 
 

 
 
We were very excited to see renders of the interior spaces. Most are undergoing 
final tweaks (placement of windows etc). 
 

 
 Vicar’s Office Parish Office 
 
 
The initial render of the interior of the hall space revealed a functional but not 
particularly attractive room. The flat ceiling we currently have, when elongated, 
created a dim, uninspiring space.  

Parish 
Office 

Meeting Room 
Entry 

Vicar’s 
Office 
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Vestry voted to accept the Architect’s suggestion of a vaulted ceiling, which not only 
echoes the structure of the church but lends a sense of occasion to the space.  

 
We requested that the stained-glass windows from St James be inserted on either 
side of the bi-fold doors which look out to the Glebe. In this way we retain a tangible 
part of the history of the parish and offer a visual reminder that this is a church 
building. And if on occasion we need to worship in the hall, we will be orientated 
this way, facing the Glebe with St Peter and St James on either side. 

 
The Architects are close to finalising developed design. Once this is done the 
consent application process begins. Simultaneously, Valonia will have enough 
information to price the project. (To have a Quantity Surveyor on the committee is a 
boon!) Once that work is done, we will know what funding we will need to apply for. 

It is an understatement to say that the project has been characterized by long 
periods of waiting! To have images in front of us creates a sense of momentum, 
which in turn leads us to be hopeful that tangible progress is on its way! 

Valonia, Clare, Bryan, Sarah  

Kitchen 

Kitchen Bi-fold doors into Storage 
Room/ Smorgasbord Serving Entry to 

toilets 

Glebe 
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Living Beyond Ourselves – Sanctuary St James 
Our Autumn series was a great success 
judging from the audience numbers and 
feedback. All shows were fully booked. 
Morningtown Ride, the Seekers tribute, was 
so popular we offered a matinee as well as 
the evening concert. At the end of the series, 
an anonymised survey of attendees provided 
some excellent feedback showing that the 
concerts are really appreciated. Here are a 
just a few comments representing the extensive feedback from the survey: 

• These are concerts with a strong community feel. They are fun. There is none 
of the condescension often associated with classical music. No one need feel 
out of place. 

• The setting at the church was beautiful and everything was very well 
organized and ran on time. 

• It was great to have the matinee performance of The Seekers offered when 
the evening concert sold out. 

• Good community togetherness. 

• The church itself is a delight - “ a magical venue.” 

• The concert given by Amalia Hall and Callum Hall was awesome. They are 
brilliant, and certainly rank among the best. 

• Absolutely fabulous! 

• So delighted to find out about these local concerts, and so happy and 
impressed at seeing such wonderful performing artists. We were delighted to 
attend in such a wonderful venue 

• It’s no wonder the community in Clevedon support these fantastic concerts so 
well; They provide excellent entertainment, because of the variety of 
performers, the styles of presentations, plus the excellence of talent of those 
that take part, and which are not otherwise available without having to travel 
to Auckland, or on occasions to Papakura, Manukau, or Pukekohe. 

• Attending the concerts is a lot of fun. It’s lovely having them close to home so 
no long drive in traffic to get there. The setting is beautiful as well as intimate. 
They are a real joy to attend. 

• It’s always an uplifting experience, sharing life music with friends 

• This concert series is a wonderful highlight of the musical year in Clevedon 
and well deserving of continued Franklin Local Board & Creative NZ support 

• I have really enjoyed the range of music and musicians. Musicians that I am 
not familiar with have extended my musical knowledge. The length of each 
performance suits me. In addition, I am meeting others in the community. 
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• It was an amazing experience, from the parking to verification when we 
arrived and the concerts. The performers were incredible; to think they would 
come to our little part of New Zealand was amazing. 

• Wonderful concerts held in a wonderful church building set in a wonderful 
location! A balm for the soul….. keep the concerts coming. 

• The atmosphere of this cozy Church, the amazingly talented performers, just 
blows me away.  

• I don’t know how you do it!!! Such a privilege. 

 
It is very heartening to receive such positive feedback. We asked if people would be 
interested in a mixture of evening and matinee performances and 80% of 
respondents said yes. We will explore the option of some afternoon concerts for 
2027.  
 
What next? 
The Spring programme is confirmed and we are excited to be offering another group 
of excellent and varied performers. Here are the details: 
 
September 20th Unsung Heroes – A creative mix of music, narration, visuals 
exploring the unsung heroes of NZ history 
September 27th Windwood – Jeremy Fitzsimons and Karen Batt: Marimba and Flute 
October 4th The Jade String Quartet – Chamber Ensemble 
October 11th Andrew Sords – International Violinist 
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A big thanks to the hard-working team. Thanks also to Sarah whose enthusiastic 
support is really appreciated, and whose ability to sum up the essence of a concert 
in her wonderful performers’ thank you speeches is awesome. 

Thanks to Mary for catering and all parishioners who helped with supper after 
concert one. 

And finally, a huge thank you to our audiences whose encouraging support is what 
makes Sanctuary St James such a pleasure. 
 
Thank you on behalf of all the Sanctuary St James team: 

John and Joyce Cowan, Jo and Bryan Schroeder, Jeffrey Fleming and Barry Pearman. 
 
Joyce Cowan 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Golf 
A Pastor had a really bad golf habit and since most of his days were spent helping 
the community, the only time he could sneak a round in was on Sunday morning. He 
felt quite guilty about this but just couldn’t find any other time to play. One Sunday 
morning he was alone on the links, and God and St Peter happened to be looking 
down on him. St Peter said, “Look at that man of God playing golf before church on 
Sunday. I think he should be punished.” “You’re right,” God replied, and snapped his 
fingers just as the pastor made contact. The ball sailed right at the hole and dropped 
in for an ace. “Why did you do that?” St Peter asked. “I think he should be punished 
and you give him a hole in one.” “Sure,” God replied, “but who’s he going to tell?” 
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Building Community – Fireside Bridge 

On Wednesday 24th June, the Bridge Club 
celebrated 25 years of bridge in Clevedon. 
(Not strictly speaking of course as bridge has 
been a popular game in many homes for 
years. Many of the older generation will tell of 
learning at their mother’s or grandmother’s 
knee often because they were needed to 
make up a “four”) 7 tables of players braved 
probably the wettest day of the year on the 
25th June, to enjoy a day of fun bridge 
followed by an amazing shared lunch and 
reminiscing. Mary Whitehouse had made and 
iced a beautiful cake which was cut by two 
founding members Dianne Hill and Pauline 
Melles. Jill Menzies, our 3rd founding member, 
was unable to attend.  We hold two 
tournaments a year now but we have been 
running a Winter tournament since the 1990s 
as a church fund raiser, always with the fire 
going- hence our name. 

In 2000, several people showed an interest in learning to play Bridge. These led to 
regular days played every Wednesday and the club became official the following 
year.  

Over 25 years we have seen the membership come and go. In 2001 we started with 
3 tables and that grew to 10 – 11 pre-Covid which of course took its toll as with all 
such activities. We are back to 6 -7 tables and currently membership stands at 45. As 
well as local Clevedon residents, there are members from other clubs around the 
area who enjoy a more relaxed day of play in our beautiful All Souls setting and new 
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players who we like to encourage and help along the way. We start play at 10.30 am 
and stop for lunch in the best “tearoom” in Clevedon on a sunny day - the deck - to 
gather for a catch up with family news and the week's happenings always including, 
it seems, news of road works and closures lately! 
 
Anyone interested in playing bridge please phone Pauline 0276105457 

 

“When all else fails - sport, love, ambition - Bridge remains… a solace and  
an entertainment.” Somerset Maugham 

Pauline Melles 

Wedding of Josh Armitt and Kaylie Bramley 

On Saturday 6 June, timed perfectly between showers, I officiated at the wedding of 
Josh and Kaylie. Josh is the grandson of The Reverend John Mullane, former Vicar of 
the Parish. The service was an intimate family affair, with only eight guests. The 
couple then went on to celebrate with friends at a reception at Kauri Bay Boomrock. 
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Caring for God’s Creation – Enviro 
The fruit trees in the Glebe, planted by the 
Enviro group in 2023, have been well 
endowed with fruit this year.  I’ve made a few 
jars of chutney and marmalade from some of 
the fruit and these are available to be 
purchased for $5.00 per jar with proceeds 
going to the church. The mandarins are 
delicious! Please help yourself. 
 

If you have any ideas for future enviro 
initiatives, please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch. 
 
 
 
 

What are weeds? 
A weed is simply any plant growing 
where it is not wanted. Because the 
definition is based on human 
preference and context rather than a 
specific scientific category, even a 
prized flower or a beneficial herb can 
be considered a weed if it is 
sprouting in the wrong place.  
So… 
Are dandelions  weeds?  
 

The Kiss of the sun for pardon, 
The song of the birds for mirth, 

You are closer to God in a garden, 
Than anywhere else on earth. 

 
Dorothy Francis Gurney 

 
 
 
 
 

“Love is what makes you smile when you’re tired.” Terri - age 4 
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Living Beyond Ourselves – Foster Hope 
Stella has been collecting items for the Foster Hope (fosterhope.org.nz) organisation 
which makes up backpacks full of essential items that are given to children when 
they are removed from their homes, which include a carry-all bag, toiletries 
(toothpaste, shampoo, soap, etc), and some items that will show them they are 
loved (books, soft toys, etc). 

No child should be made to feel like their belongings are “rubbish” and caregivers 
should be able to focus on the emotional needs when a child arrives, rather than 
having to run around doing last-minute/late-night shopping. For many of these 
children, it can be the very first time they have received items that they can call 
their own. During this extremely stressful time in their lives, the backpacks can bring 
a little joy and hope. 

But they need your help! Here is a list of some of the different items that are 
collected to go inside the backpacks that are sent out. 

These items must be brand new:  

● small toy (age 2 - 11) 
● infant toothbrush and toothpaste 
● adult toothbrush and toothpaste 
● baby soap and shampoo 
● nappies (all sizes) 
● baby wipes 
● bibs 
● soap & Shampoo (250mls or less) 
● facecloth 
● roll on deodorant 
● sanitary products 
● underwear (size 2 - 18) 
● bath towels 

These items can be brand new or in excellent used condition: 

● soft toy (excellent condition, washed and under 30cm) 
● books (excellent condition, all ages and appropriate content) 

I’ve been painting Kindness Stones (above) to pop into the backpacks. Kindness 
Stones are smooth rocks decorated with uplifting messages or painted designs. They 
are usually hidden in public spaces for strangers to find. They aim to spark joy and 
build community. You can make them by cleaning smooth pebbles, applying acrylic 
paint, and then sealing them. 

https://www.fosterhope.org.nz/
http://fosterhope.org.nz/
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Diocesan Ministry Conference 2026 
Every year the Diocese holds a 2-day Ministry Conference, which is, in essence, 
Professional Development. I joined the rush hour traffic with colleagues from All 
Saints Howick to travel to St Margaret’s Hillsborough. As well as offering education 
and formation, worship and the study of scripture 
this gathering is a great opportunity to reconnect 
with colleagues from across the Diocese. This year, 
the title of the conference was Faithful and 
Fruitful: Leading in Change. 
 
Bishop Ross grounded us in bible study of the book 
of Nehemiah. Then three presenters offered 
different perspectives: 

Simon Hart is a Managing Consultant at The People 
Place. Having experienced good, great, and terrible 
leadership he knows the impact that effective 
leaders have on organisations. Raised an Anglican, 
involved in youth ministry and school-based youth 
work, he has also worked for a Baptist Church for 
seven years. 

Carolyn Robertson is the Vicar at All Saints 
Anglican Church, Burwood in Christchurch. She holds a PhD in Theology, a Masters 
in Sociology, and an undergraduate degree in Education. The story of All Saints 
Burwood is a remarkable story of renewal, resistance, prayer and hope. Carolyn 
currently serves on the St John’s College Trust Board. 

Chris Clarke is the CEO of Wilberforce Foundation. Previously he was CEO World 
Vision New Zealand and CEO Hawke’s Bay District Health Board and has worked for 
World Health Organisation (Europe), NHS (Wales) and in several health sector roles 
in New Zealand. Chris is Chairperson of Arrow Leadership Global which works with 
faith-based leaders in majority world and fragile state contexts. 
 
Over the two days we had the opportunity to explore human responses to change 
(particularly what is happening in brain chemistry when we feel threatened). We 
reflected on the history of our local settings, and what that might teach us about our 
unique context and call. We listened to and participated in honest conversations 
about setbacks and resilience as well as the hazards of leading change. It was a 
really worthwhile conference to think about the bigger picture. I came away feeling 
refreshed! 
 
Sarah 
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Looking Ahead – Update on St James 
It’s been just over a year since we made the decision as a parish to proceed to sell St 
James. So what’s been going on? 
 
After the meeting at which the parish voted, Vestry wrote the necessary letter to 
the Diocesan Council, to seek their permission to follow this course of action who in 
turn sought permission from the General Trust Board of the Diocese. This was 
granted, with the caveat that Diocesan Policy is that any sale of property must be 
offered to local iwi for first right of refusal. 

 
In October we engaged a property valuer 

(Seagars) to undertake a commercial 
valuation of the property, including the 

building. 
The valuers were given access to all the 
information about the state of St James, 

(in the form of the Draft Conservation Plan) 
along with an outline of the timeline 

and actions to date. 
 

In early November, Bishop Ross and 
Archdeacon Peter Jenkins joined us 

for a service of Deconsecration. 
 
Around this time we received an informal 

expression of interest from an appropriate buyer. We explained the process we 
needed to go through with local iwi first and said that if first right of refusal was not 
taken up, we would get back to them. 
 
In December I met with Bishop Kito, the Bishop of Te Tai Tokerau to seek his 
approval to move towards sale, along with a recommendation about appropriate 
process for approaching the iwi of Ngai Tai ki Tamaki. Bishop Kito put me in touch 
with Geremy Hema, (of Ngai Tai descent, and a member of Te Toko Toru Tapu 
church at Mātaitai) as the person to communicate on our behalf. (Geremy did the 
mihi at the ANZAC service this year). He provided all the information we had about 
St James to the leadership of Ngai Tai ki Tamaki in December. 
 
Christmas happened. And so did the New Year and summer, and very shortly after 
that, Lent. By March we had not heard anything from Ngai Tai ki Tamaki. The 
potential purchaser had been back in touch to say they were still interested. After 
we had made our way through Easter, we communicated via Geremy that if we 
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hadn’t heard anything from Ngai Tai ki Tamaki by the end of April we would pursue 
other options. 

Having had no indication of interest from Ngai Tai, on 1 May I sent the commercial 
valuation document to the potential buyer. This was presented to their Board later 
that month. The Board expressed interest and are currently in the process of 
gathering further information to inform their decision. The conversation remains 
open. While details of the interested party are confidential (as it is commercially 
sensitive), should this come to pass I believe it would be the best possible outcome 
for St James, the cemetery and the land on which they sit. 

If this buyer chooses not to make an offer to purchase the property, we have had a 
small number of other parties who have indicated an interest.  But for now, we wait. 
Your prayers are appreciated! 
Sarah 

 

Book Review “On Holiday with God” by Sue Pickering 

It's so easy to be caught up in “doing”. We measure 
ourselves by our output or lack of it. We so easily 
judge others by what they do—how much they do 
and the effectiveness of what they do. We feel "so 
guilty" when we don't live up to expectations: God's, 
our family and friends', and even our own. High is 
the mountain of to-do's, must-do's, and have-to's.  
So when I read in our church notices that our Vicar 
was going on a spiritual retreat, my heart leapt with 
joy. She was pulling away from all the lists, meetings, 
and people to see, so that she could simply be. To 
be. You see, I want her ‘doing’ to flow from her 
being. In fact, my fellow parishioners and I need it to 
come from a well of retreat rather than from a cup 
of emptiness. 

When I first entered ministry, I went and visited other pastors who were involved in 
giving pastoral care to those with mental illnesses. I remember staying with one of 
them, and on his study wall was this quote by Henri Nouwen: "People with 
handicaps teach me that ‘being’ is more important than ‘doing’, the heart is more 
important than the mind, and caring together is better than caring alone." — Henri 
Nouwen. 

As I met further with more pastors involved with those in deep need, they seemed 
to all have a bent towards a contemplative lifestyle. There was a ‘doing’ that flowed 
out of a ‘being’. 
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Being... 
still 

quiet 
in study 

in meditation 
in prayer 

in love 
 

We never say "doing love," do we? We say "being in love" to denote a state of 
existence. 

When Vicar Sarah returned from retreat, I asked how it all went. She said that she 
went on holiday with God and referenced a book called “On Holiday with God” by 
New Zealand author Sue Pickering. [This is the same book Vivienne used, which led 
to her walking the Camino.] 

Sharon and I were about 
to go on a brief holiday, 
so I borrowed the book and off God, Sharon, and I went to Kakahi in the middle of 
the North Island of New Zealand. To Dan Baker's Airbnb. This was to be a winter 
holiday with bike riding, bush walks, and reading in front of a lovely warm fire. The 
background music of our holiday with God was bleating goats, a distant train, a 
trickling stream, and a crackling fire. 
 
What is the Book About? 
It's helpful that this is a small book. Who needs to take an enormous, hard-to-read 
book away on holiday? (Ok, I know some of you will.) At 144 pages, it's slim and easy 
to throw in a backpack. It's also very easy to read, and you don't have to read all of 
it. The author encourages you to pick a theme. 
 
A Look Inside the Chapters 
     Introduction 
1. Preparing for your holiday with God. 
2. Making the most of your time with God. 
3. Setting off and settling in. 
4. Opening and daily prayers. 
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5. Themed resources for your personal retreat: 
At the lake's edge – developing trust 
Waiting – learning to 'be still' 
In the marketplace – setting priorities 
On the water – dealing with fear 
Gallery or garden – appreciating beauty 
Walking – making a pilgrimage 
Being adventurous – risk-taking 
Anywhere – meeting the marginalized 
Facing the unexpected – suffering 
Eating together – growing in intimacy 
By the pool – opening to healing 
On the mountain top – choosing to listen 

6. Closing liturgy and prayer: Gathering the gifts of the retreat. 
7. Home-going and continuing on 'The Way'. 
 
Choosing a Theme 
I looked over the themes and couldn't decide which one to choose, so I closed my 
eyes and poked my finger at the page. Under my finger lay these words: Being 
adventurous—risk taking.  

I have never considered myself a huge risk taker or adventurous. I'm more of a 
saying "No" than saying "Yes" kind of person, even though I have done some quite 
adventuresome things at times. 

This holiday was also our first wedding anniversary. We both had decided on an 
adventure, taking a risk. A year ago we said "I do" to the call of "Be we." 

Sharon is much more the adventurous type. She has cycled the length of New 
Zealand, swims long distances, and paddleboards. I would much rather be on the 
couch with a book than on the sea with a paddle. So the theme of being 
adventurous and risk-taking was an invitation to get uncomfortable—to say "Yes" 
where I would normally say "No." On our little holiday with God, we decided to do 
some adventurous things. Every time I felt my "No, I'd much rather do a less active 
activity" sentence sneak in, I would say "Yes." 

We went on bike rides through wet 
mountain forests, hiked through the 
bush, and even took the wrong track and 
had to double back. The environment we 
went into had its risks. We called into an 
information centre and on the desk was 
a sign saying you could hire your satellite 
location beacon there. We didn't. 



28 28  
 

Little by Little 
Risk taking, I have found personally, is best done little by little. It's in the millimetres 
of change that we find real progress. 

The author concludes her section on "Being adventurous - risk-taking" with this 
paragraph: "Little by little we can learn to live God's instruction, 'to act justly and to 
love mercy and to walk humbly' with our God (Micah 6:8b), even if, like the merchant 
who sold all he had to buy the pearl of great price, this means taking a risk, ignoring 
conventional wisdom, setting aside the approval of others and our own personal 
comfort, so that the kingdom of heaven may increase." — Sue Pickering 

I have, too, found that risk-taking often means: 
Ignoring conventional wisdom 
Setting aside the approval of others 
Setting aside our own personal comfort 

 

Step Out of Your Door 
As I was preparing to come home, I remembered this quote from J.R.R. Tolkien: 

"It's a dangerous business, Frodo, 
going out your door. You step onto 
the road, and if you don't keep your 
feet, there's no knowing where you 
might be swept off to." — The Lord of 
the Rings 
So, before you go out your door, you 
might like to get a copy of On Holiday 
with God - A Companion and Guide. 

Deepening the Retreat: Quotes to Consider 
"Jesus needed to withdraw from the crowds clamouring for healing so he could 
spend time with his Father in heart-to-heart prayer, and be resourced for the new 
day and its demands. If the Son of God took this time apart for his own spiritual 
health and strengthening, we can do no less." — Sue Pickering 
 

"Solitude's consort is silence, perhaps the most challenging aspect of making a 
retreat. Many of us live and work in the context of constant man-made noise. 
Exterior silence is hard enough to find in an urban setting, but even in a remote 
location there will be sound: birdsong, the murmur of streams, the roar of the sea, 
the wildness or whisper of wind as creation celebrates its life. On retreat it is interior 
silence or stillness which is often a struggle for us, habituated as we are to our 
interior chatter. Slowing down this personal flow of thoughts is part of the process of 
settling into our holiday with God, so our mind can be quietly receptive to God's 'still, 
small voice'." — Sue Pickering 
 

Barry Pearman  
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From the Treasurer – six months to the end of June 

I am pleased to report that the Parish's financial position at the halfway point of the 
2026 financial year remains positive and ahead of budget. 

Total income for the first six months was $115,694.43, compared with a budget of 
$98,900.00. This strong result has been made possible through the faithful regular 
giving of our congregation, generous one-off donations for specific projects, a 
significant bequest designated for education, and a generous contribution from the 
Sanctuary St James Concert Series in appreciation of the use of our church facilities. 
We are sincerely grateful for this support. 

Operating expenses have also been well managed and remain within budget overall. 
While some costs, including security, electricity, and professional fees, were higher 
than expected because of one-off expenses, careful management of other areas has 
helped keep overall spending on track. 

As a result, the Parish has recorded a net surplus of $12,577.26 for the first six 
months of the financial year, compared with a budgeted deficit of $20,054.00. 

Looking ahead, the second half of the year includes several significant planned 
expenses, including borer treatment at both All Souls and Christ Church, and further 
maintenance work on the Vicarage to ensure it continues to meet Healthy Homes 
standards. We will also continue to focus on fundraising to help maintain our 
current cashflow, meet these planned costs, and hopefully be able to reduce the 
projected year-end deficit of $42,495.00. 

Overall, the Parish is in a prudent financial position at the halfway point of the year. 
We remain committed to careful stewardship of the resources entrusted to us and 
thank everyone for their continued generosity and support. 

Pip MacCormick 

Samosa Fundraiser  
Speaking of fundraising, samosas are 
an excellent way of accessing support 
from beyond our congregation. But we 
need your help! Let your friends and 
family know and get your order to 
Jane janemead@xtra.co.nz by 
Tuesday 28 July for collection the 
following Friday or Saturday. These 
samosas are delicious, they freeze 
well, and are a great winter warmer. 
(If you want a spreadsheet to keep 
track of your orders, email the office.) 
Thanks to Jane for coordinating! 

mailto:janemead@xtra.co.nz
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From a Distance – Simone 
Mānawatia a Matariki and greetings from Ohakune at the foot of Mount Ruapehu, 
at the very start of the ski season. A few words to explain my absence this year in 

case anyone thought I had run away from Sarah and Vivienne, or my family        

I now live in a lovely (warm) wooden yurt, with two very large, very friendly tabbies 
and work at a rural medical practice in Raetihi, a beautifully stunning 11 minute 
commute compared to my previous (not stunning) 1 hour each way.  

The Ruapehu Health clinic serves a 
wide area – the nearest hospital is 
Whanganui (1.5 hours drive away), 
then there's Taumaranui 1hr to the 
north and Taihape medical centre, 
about 50 minutes south. The learning 
curve has been as super-steep as 
expected as these nurses practice at 
the top of their game – prescribing, 
suturing and dealing with 
emergencies. And the biggest plus – they're awesome. I've certainly learned a lot 
about farming and farm injuries!  

I've also learned a lot about community pride. The iwi is incorporated into every 
aspect of life here and the care for the entire whanau with loads of wrap around 
services is really impressive and something I've not seen before.  

Raetihi is famous for the widest streets in New Zealand - you certainly have to look 
both ways more than twice when crossing the main street. It works well though 
whenever we've called in the air ambulance as the clinic is at a crossroads and the 
helicopter just lands in the intersection!  

We also have one of the oldest cinemas in the Southern Hemisphere. The Royal, 
opened in 1915, has nearly finished refurbishment into its original state. It shows 
classic movies 2-3 times/month, tickets cost $15 which includes the supper at 
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intermission (prawn vol-au-u-vents or sausage rolls anyone        ?). Raetihi also boasts 
a Dinosaur Museum and a Barbed Wire Gallery! Definitely some quirky 
entrepreneurship going on here. 

Ohakune is known of course for its Carrot Park, and carrots in general, along with 
other winter veges. Turoa ski field, cycling the Old Coach Road, and hiking in 
Tongariro National Park are all literally at the doorstep. And if you've been watching 
the news over the weekend we've just had the annual Mardi Gras Music Festival 
which is a great start to the ski season and the costumes worn by the attendees are 
getting better each year. 

The Mardi Gras coincided with a steam train travelling up from 
Wellington. My auntie and uncle were on it so we made the 
most of their visit for a few hours before driving them to the 
Waimarino station where they caught the train again and 
headed southwards back home.  

Both Ohakune and Raetihi abound with artists, cafes, 
restaurants and the best recycling centre I've ever visited. Not 
only can I recycle the usual, but ash from my fire, lids, small and 
large appliances. And attached to it is a large good quality 
second hand shop created out of several shipping containers 
(very popular when it's raining and you can't ski!)....I've seen 
everything there from a greyhound muzzle (sorry, Juno) to a 

Seekers EP (thinking of Mr Chapman      ). 

I'll finish up now and attach some photos - thinking of you all 

Simone Edwards 
 
 


