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Eucharistic Liturgy 
 

Processional 

1.       As we gather at your table, 

as we listen to your word, 

help us know, O God, your presence; 

let our hearts and minds be stirred. 

Nourish us with sacred story 

till we claim it as our own; 

teach us through this holy banquet 

how to make Love's victory known. 

 

2.       Turn our worship into witness 

in the sacrament of life; 

send us forth to love and serve you, 

bringing peace where there is strife. 

Give us, Christ, your great compassion 

to forgive as you forgave; 

may we still behold your image 

in the world you died to save. 

 

3.       Gracious Spirit, help us summon 

other guests to share that feast 

where triumphant Love will welcome 

those who had been last and least. 

There no more will envy blind us, 

nor will pride our peace destroy, 

as we join with saints and angels 

to repeat the sounding joy. 

Tune: Nettleton 

 

Welcome 
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Gathering 

The world belongs to God, 

The earth and all its people. 

 

How good it is, how wonderful, 

To live together in unity. 

 

Love and faith come together, 

Justice and peace join hands.   

 

If Christ’s disciples kept silent, 

These stones would shout aloud.   

 

Open our lips, O God, 

And our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 

 

Please be seated 

 

Prayer 

God, you are our beginning and you will be our end; 

we are made in your image and likeness. 

We praise and thank you for this day. 

 

This is the day on which you created light and saw that it was good. 

This is the day in whose early morning light 

we discovered the tomb was empty, 

and encountered Christ, the world’s true light. 

This this is the day you have made; 

we shall rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

E te whānau a te Karaiti / Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

let us praise and worship God who has called us together. 

Let us celebrate God’s majesty, and delight in the wonder of God’s love. 
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As the scriptures are read, we can allow God’s word to speak to us, 

and ponder its meaning for our lives. 

In our prayers, we give thanks for God’s goodness, 

we pray for others as well as for ourselves, 

and we offer our lives anew in Christ’s service. 

All this we do, because we believe in the presence among us 

of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

and in the mighty power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Penitence and Forgiveness 

Hear these words of Scripture: 

Love one another, for love is of God, 

and whoever loves is born of God and knows God. 

Spirit of God, search our hearts. 

 

We come seeking forgiveness 

for all we have failed to be and do 

as members of Christ’s body. 

 

Silence 

In God there is forgiveness. 

Loving and all-seeing God, 

forgive us where we have failed to  

support one another 

and be what we claim to be. 

Forgive us where we have failed to serve you; 

and where our thoughts and actions 

have been contrary to yours 

we ask your pardon. 

  

God forgives us; be at peace. 

 

Silence 
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Rejoice and be glad, for Christ is resurrection, 

reconciliation for all the human race. 

 

We shall all be one in Christ, one in our life together. 

Praise to God who has created us, 

praise to God who has accepted us, 

praise to God who sends us into the world. 

 

We stand 

 

The Peace 

Blessed be Christ, the Prince of Peace 

who breaks down the walls that divide. 

 

The peace of God be always with you. 

Praise to Christ who unites us in peace. 

 

We exchange a sign of peace with one another. 

You may wish to move to a different space in the church for the readings and 

Imaginative Contemplation. 

 

The Readings 

▪ Isaiah 55: 1 - 5 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

▪ Psalm 145: 8 – 9, 14 - 21 
8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion: 

slow to anger and abounding in love. 
9 You Lord are good to all of us: 

and your mercy rests upon all your creatures. 
14 The Lord upholds those who stumble: 

and raises up those who are down. 
15 The eyes of all look to you O Lord: 

and you give them their food in due season. 



5 
 

16 You open wide your hand: 

and give what they desire to all things living. 
17 You Lord are righteous in all your ways: 

and loving in all your deeds. 
18 You Lord are near to all who call to you: 

who call to you in singleness of heart. 
19 You fulfil the desire of those who revere you: 

you hear their cry and you save them. 
20 You protect all who love you: 

but the wicked you will destroy. 
21 My mouth shall speak the praise·of the Lord: 

let everyone bless God’s holy name for ever and ever. 

 

▪ Romans 9: 1 - 5 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual: 

1.       Break now the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, 

as once you broke the loaves beside the sea: 

beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord: 

my spirit longs for you, O living Word. 

 

2.       You are the bread of life, dear Lord, to me; 

your holy word is truth redeeming me. 

Give me to eat and live with you above; 

teach me to love your truth, for you are love. 

 

3.       O send your Spirit now, dear Lord, to me; 

touch now my blinded eyes and make me see: 

then shall all bondage cease, all fetters fall, 

and I shall find my peace, my all in all. 

Tune: Woodlands (Tell out my soul) 
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▪ Matthew 14: 13 – 21 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Praise and glory to God. 

 

Gospel Reading  

Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a 

deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed 

him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great 

crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it 

was evening, the disciples came to him and said, ‘This is a deserted 

place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may 

go into the villages and buy food for themselves.’ Jesus said to them, 

‘They need not go away; you give them something to eat.’ They replied, 

‘We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.’ And he said, ‘Bring 

them here to me.’ Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. 

Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and 

blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the 

disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they 

took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets 

full. And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women 

and children. 

 

     This is the Gospel of Christ. 

     Praise to Christ, the Word. 

 

Imaginative Contemplation 

 

Prayers 

Our prayers today will be accompanied by music. As you reflect on your 

experience of Imaginative Contemplation, you are invited to come forward and 

light a candle and place it in the sand tray as a symbol of your prayers for the 

church, the world, the community, those in need and yourself. You may choose 

to return to your original seat. 
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Offertory 

1.       For the bread and wine and blessing, 

for the friends around this table, 

for the peace and for the healing, 

we celebrate you, Jesus Christ. 

 

2.       For the faithful of all ages, 

for the dead and for the living, 

for the hope that we remember, 

we celebrate you, Jesus Christ. 

 

3.       When your love breaks through our darkness, 

when the broken come to wholeness, 

for each sign of resurrection, 

we celebrate you, Jesus Christ. 

 

4.       Alleluia, alleluia, 

alleluia, alleluia, 

alleluia, alleluia, 

we celebrate you, Jesus Christ. 
Text: Shirley Erena Murray, Music J M Chapman 

 

Preparation of the Gifts 

O God you have been generous in providing for our needs. 

We offer back a portion of what has been given to us. 

Bless these gifts in your name. 

May they be used for your service. Amen 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Please stand or sit throughout the Great Thanksgiving according to your custom. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, it is good, and it is joyful  

to give thanks to you, God of mystery and miracle. 

When there was only darkness, 

you made light. 

You formed humankind from the earth 

and planted goodness in our souls,  

that we might love like you. 

You planted seeds in fertile ground, 

to rise and sing your praise. 

Glory to you forever. 

 

When we cried out to you from captivity, 

you claimed us as your own. 

When we forgot our love for you, 

you did not forget us, 

sending your prophets to turn us around and 

renewing your promises  

with a bow in the sky, 

the parting of the sea, 

your own Son. 
 

And so we praise you, 

joining all those who sing on earth and in heaven:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, 

that you sowed your Word in Jesus,  

to grow your kingdom here on earth 

and draw us ever near. 
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Thank you for Jesus— 

for his teaching and healing, 

his challenging and feeding, 

his living and dying and rising, 

that we might be raised with him,  

and all the world made new. 

Glory to you forever. 

 

We thank you that on the night before he died 

Jesus took bread, gave thanks, and broke it, 

and shared it with his friends, 

saying, take, eat—my body broken for you. 

 

Thank you for the way he took the cup, 

the new covenant sealed in his blood,  

shed for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you eat and drink, he said, 

do it in remembrance of me. 

 

With thanksgiving we take this bread and wine, 

gifts of the good earth, 

offering ourselves as a living sacrifice 

dedicated to your service.  

Dying, you destroyed our death; 

rising, you restored our life. 

Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on your people gathered here  

and on these gifts—  

bread and wine of earth,  

to body and blood of heaven; 

our frail flesh and blood 

to your holy people, 

that we might be Christ’s body to your world. 
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For this world we now pray: 

end all war, 

mend your wounded earth, 

heal those who suffer, 

comfort those who mourn, 

and infuse us with your peace that is rooted in what is just. 

 

Through the power of your Spirit unite us with Christ 

and with one another 

as we work and wait in hope, 

confident in that day  

when Christ will come to make all things well 

and we will feast together at his heavenly table. 

All glory and honor are yours, Holy God, 

through Christ and in the unity of the Spirit, 

now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

The Communion 

As Christ teaches us, we pray and sing 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever.  

Amen. 
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The bread we break 

is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
 

We who are many are one body, 

for we all share the one bread. 
 

The cup of blessing 

for which we give thanks 

is a sharing in the blood of Christ. 

The Invitation 

Bread and wine; the gifts of God 

for the people of God. 

May we who share these gifts 

be found in Christ and Christ in us. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Most loving God, creator and redeemer, 

we give you thanks for this foretaste of your glory. 

Through Christ, and with all your saints, 

we offer ourselves and our lives to your service. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit, 

to stand with you in your world. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, the servant, 

our friend and brother. Amen. 

 

Community Notices 

 

Birthday  Cake 

 

Blessing 

May God be gracious to you and give you peace 

now and forevermore. 

And the Blessing … 
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Recessional Hymn 

1.       Christ is the Truth, the Way, 

The centre of our life. 

Christ shares the struggles of our day, 

Our earthly joys and strife. 

Redeeming what is lost, 

And healing those in pain, 

Christ walks the valley of the cross, 

The Servant’s glad domain. 
 

2.       Christ is the Power of Peace, 

Of lasting harmony. 

In Christ, the wars on earth shall cease, 

Christ is our unity. 

The lion shall lie down 

In peace beside the lamb. 

The mighty shall lay down their crowns 

Before the great ‘I am’. 
 

3.       Christ is the Living Bread. 

The source of grace outpoured; 

Our deepest hungers shall be fed; 

In Christ, life is restored. 

Earth’s hungry shall rejoice, 

For they shall all be filled. 

The good shall welcome with one voice 

The justice God has willed. 
 

4.       Christ is our Living Head, 

Our sole authority. 

By Christ’s own Spirit we are led 

To serve humanity. 

We follow where Christ leads 

When other’s pain we bear, 

Responding to our neighbour’s needs, 

Christ’s cross and crown we share. 

Tune: Crown him with many crowns 
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Dismissal 

Grace be with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Go in peace.  

Amen. We go in the name of Christ.  
 

 

Movies and Soup 

After morning tea Sarah will be offering the movie: Rental Family. 

Released in 2025, it stars Brendan Fraser as an American actor based in Japan 

who begins working for a rental family agency, where he plays roles in the 

lives of strangers.  We share soup and rolls for lunch after the film and 

discuss its themes. All Welcome. 
 

 

Bridge Club: To be held in Papakura this week due to scheduled power 

outage in Clevedon. 

 

Temporary Change of Work Hours for Phoebe 

From the 3rd of August through to the end of November Phoebe will be 

working Mondays only from 8.30am to 4.30pm. 

She is working for the Electoral Commission the other 4 days hiring and 

rostering all the staff for the Mangere Electorate. 

If anyone is interested in working Election Day (7 November) or during the 2 

weeks of advanced voting applications have just opened. 

Go to https://work.elections.nz/ they are paying $28.95 an hour plus 8% 

holiday pay.  You also get paid training. 

 

his Week in the Parish 03 - 09 August 

Mahjong 1.00pm Tuesday Christ Church room 

Men’s Group 9.30am Wednesday Windross Farm 

Power outage Wednesday 8.30am -5.30pm 

Bridge Club 10.00am Wednesday Papakura 

Night Prayer 7.30pm Wednesday Zoom 

Tai Chi 9.00am Friday Parish hall/grounds 

Communion Service 10.00am Friday Lady Elizabeth 

Eucharist  9.30am Sunday Christ Church 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brendan_Fraser
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rental_family_service
https://work.elections.nz/
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Vacuum Cleaner 

A good vacuum cleaner is needed for All Souls Church.  Would anyone be 

able to donate towards the price of a new one? (the second hand ones are not 

up to the job). This will be a great help to our volunteers who vacuum each 

Sunday after church. Donations can be made on line or via the collection 

(appropriately labelled). 

 

Book worms will re-commence on Friday 14 August at 10.15am and every 

second Friday of the month. 

 

CLEVEDON FIRESIDE PAIRS 

SATURDAY 15th AUGUST, 2026 

Pauline is asking for items for prizes, raffle, trading table. Please bring to the 

Parish Office marked “Bridge.” 

Please let her know if you can bring slices for morning and afternoon tea. 

Help is also needed in the kitchen throughout the day. (Pauline 027 610 5457) 

 

Children’s Books 

A request from Diane Gray for children’s books for her reading programme 

for 12-15yr old readership. Please drop to the office if you can help. 

 

Ignatian Imaginative Contemplation 

Ignatius of Loyola was convinced that God can speak to us as surely through 

our imagination as through our thoughts and memories. Imaginative 

contemplation is a very active way of praying that engages the mind and 

heart and can stir up thoughts and emotions.  

 

Ignatian contemplation is particularly suited to the Gospels. The process 

takes you through a guided meditation which invites you to visualize the 

gospel as if you were making a movie. Pay attention to the details: sights, 

sounds, tastes, smells, and feelings of the event. Lose yourself in the story; 

don’t worry if your imagination is running too wild. At some point, you’ll be 

invited to place yourself within the scene as a participant.  

 

https://ignatianspirituality.com/3428/ignatian-contemplation/
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You may worry about going beyond the text of the Gospel. If you have 

offered your time of prayer to God, then begin by trusting that God is 

communicating with you.  

 

Some people find imaginative prayer difficult. They may not be able to 

picture the scene easily, yet they may have some intuition or gut reaction to 

the story. Or they may hear or feel the story more than visualize it. Be kind to 

yourself. Engage as you are able; don’t try to force it. Rest assured that God 

will speak to you, whether through your memory, understanding, intellect, 

emotions, or imagination. 

 

If you are interested in trying Imaginative Contemplation with some other 

passages, visit https://prayasyougo.org/category/imagining-prayer-21 
 

 

Supporting the Ministry of the Parish 

If you would like to make a donation to the parish, our account number 

is:  Anglican Parish of Clevedon BNZ Account: 02-0400-0016642-00. If you 

wish to receive a receipt for your donation or be allocated a giving number, 

please email our office: clevedon.anglicans@xtra.co.nz 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Contacts 

Office: 49 North Road     Phone: (09) 292 8763 Email  clevedon.anglicans@xtra.co.nz 

Accounts Officer: Phoebe Taylor  (Mon & Wed) 
Administrator:  The Reverend Vivienne Pyle  (Tues & Thurs) 
Vicar:   The Reverend Sarah Park Mobile (021) 024 53783 

 Sarah’s day off is Friday Email vicar.clevedon@gmail.com 

Priest Associate:  The Reverend Vivienne Pyle  Mobile  (021) 251 3825 
Wardens:  Joanne Schroeder Mobile (027) 255 2275 
  JJ Payne Mobile (021) 043 1280  
 

Parish Website: www.clevedonanglicans.org.nz 
https://www.facebook.com/welcomeandhospitality 

Copyright LicenSing A1517 

https://prayasyougo.org/category/imagining-prayer-21
mailto:clevedon.anglicans@xtra.co.nz
mailto:clevedon.anglicans@xtra.co.nz
mailto:vicar.clevedon@gmail.com
http://www.clevedonanglicans.org.nz/
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Five Thousand 

a few ideas for this Sunday's sermon by The Revd Dr Maggi Dawn 

There are not many episodes in the life of Jesus that appear in all four 

gospels. But this is one of them. The four versions give slightly different 

angles on the story, but it’s clear that this was an event that simply could not 

be left out. (Matthew 14:13-21, Mark 6:37-44, Luke 9:10-17, John 6:1-14). 

John adds the detail about the little boy giving his lunch to Jesus, and also 

notes how much it would cost to feed that many people. Matthew says that 

Jesus tells them to sit on the grass, and Mark specifies that it’s green grass 

(which has led to various scholarly disputes about whether this happened in 

the winter or the spring…).  

Matthew and Mark add similar story of feeding four thousand, in a Gentile 

region — the numbers are all different and can be read to have symbolic 

significance. And, as Matthew notes, it was more a case of five thousand 

households than five thousand people — include the women and children 

and you have a head count of something like 15,000-20,000.  

To preach on this story, you could take all the different versions and compare 

them. Or you could look at what is unique about Matthew’s version, and how 

it fits the particular narrative. Taking the second option, here are a few 

preaching angles I think worth pursuing:  

 

1. COMPASSION: he heals the sick because he knows they need to be well; 

he feeds the crowd because he knows they are hungry. Before jumping to 

ask what this story ‘means’, just pause there. He gives them what they 

need, out of sheer human kindness.  

 

2. MORE THAN ENOUGH: Everyone had enough to eat. But there was 

more left over. When it says ‘broken pieces’, that’s not the kind of crumbs 

you sweep off the tablecloth and throw away — that’s whole portions of 

bread that were surplus to requirements. Jesus over-caters. How much do 

you want? How much do you need? You can have all of that, and more . . . 

God is not mean, nor even economical. There is always enough, and more 

to spare.  

 

https://substack.com/app-link/post?publication_id=4349117&post_id=208837372&utm_source=post-email-title&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=true&r=46vvcp&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoyNTM0MjkzNjksInBvc3RfaWQiOjIwODgzNzM3MiwiaWF0IjoxNzg1MzQ1MzM0LCJleHAiOjE3ODc5MzczMzQsImlzcyI6InB1Yi00MzQ5MTE3Iiwic3ViIjoicG9zdC1yZWFjdGlvbiJ9.jIbYwOGYKX7KmTCIkK9KOZJdYYs4G7IYtStPhhG_L0E


17 
 

3. EUCHARIST/HOLY COMMUNION: The connection is often made 

between this story and the Last Supper. Broken bread, food without price, 

enough for everyone . . . Matthew 14.19 says he blessed God for the bread: 

εὐχαριστέω (eucharisteo) —is the word for thanksgiving/blessing from 

which ‘Eucharist’ is derived, although in context it does not necessarily 

imply something sacramental, it could be taken more like saying grace 

before a meal.  

It’s also worth noting that the thanks/blessing is directed towards God, 

rather than to the bread, which in itself opens up an interesting 

commentary on eucharistic practice. The blessing does not denote some 

mystical effect on the bread, but is a prayer of thanks and blessing to God 

for the bread — thus any sacramental implication derived from this is not 

magical but relational.  

 

4. MATERIAL AND SPIRITUAL HUNGER: Interestingly, following on 

from this passage, Matthew relates a series of episodes, all of which have 

to do with bread, food, and eating. He’s on a roll with this! First, Jesus 

takes a trip across the water (and walks on the water!), and once he’s on 

the other side engages in a conversation about whether or not you wash 

your hands; then he gets into the relative insignificance of laws about what 

to eat, by comparison to what kind of person you are; after that the 

Canaanite woman challenges him, saying ‘even the dogs eat the crumbs 

that fall from their masters’ table’ (Matt 15.27). Then follows the feeding of 

the four thousand, and after that he makes some oblique comments about 

‘the yeast of the Pharisees’ — using breadmaking talk once again to allude 

to spiritual growth. 

 

5. MISSION: Jesus wanted to be alone. The disciples wanted to send the 

crowd away — were they tired? or were they trying to protect him from 

the crowds? — but Jesus, intervening, did not simply take charge, he drew 

his disciples into the action. First, “YOU give them something to eat.” and 

then, when they look helplessly at their meagre resources, '“Bring them to 

me” Jesus doesn’t delegate the work to them and leave them to figure it all 

out by themselves — he is right there to supply whatever they need. But 

he doesn’t do it all by himself either. This is a point in the gospel where, 

rather than the disciples following along and watching what he does, Jesus 

increasingly draws them into active participation in the gospel.  


